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From the Provincial
Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI

Dear Friends in Christ,

I had the joyous pleasure of spending some time with our Superior General,

Fr. Luis Ignacio (Chicho) Rois Alonso at the beginning of Lent. This was Ficliis
irst visit to the United States since his election in September 2022. He has beay bu
traveling to many Oblate ministries and missions throughout the world.

Since taking over from Fr. Lou Studer, OMI, as Provincial last autumn, | toodav
been traveling, learning in detail about our ministries and missionsidameeting
many Oblates, scholastics, employees, lay Associates—and, mostrienyity,
co-missionaries like you.

On every visit | see the Oblate charism at work. My brother Oblates are there
helping the poor and abandoned—in whatever direction the Holy Spirit isidung
us—working with the community to make it sustainable. | am refreshed and
rejuvenated by that. We Oblates can’t take on every mission but, with the Holiri8p
guidance, we can make every Oblate mission both successful and susti@nab

Our founder, St Eugene de Mazenod, believed our youth are crucial to refrégh t
Church. And | see that.

¢ In Cuba, the Oblates now have a children’s summer Bible Study. It shows
how far we, and Cuba, have come. A quarter-century ago the Oblates
were the irst religious order let into the country after a decades-long
prohibition against religion.

« In Buffalo, New York, we are blessed to have both a thriving youth
ministry and a thriving Oblate Associates group.

« And in Tijuana, Mexico, a scholarship program enables young adults to
break the cycle of poverty. Scholarship recipients are now giving back as
doctors and nurses in a new medical clinic.

You can read about all these exciting developments in this issue.

In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

L A Gnl, o

Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI
Provincial
United States Province
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In a recent tour to the Philippines,

Father Chava Gonzalez (right) speaks to his brother Missionarys@blate
a session during one of the two retreats he led in the Philippines last year

e

Strengthening the Faith in the Philip,

While there, Fr. Chava led two

Father Salvador (Chava) Gonzalez, OMI, retreats for the roughly 90 Missionary

saw that the traits of perseverance and
respect help the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate in their ministry.

Fr. Chava visited the Philippines at
the request of Fr. Gerry de los Reyes,
OMI, Provincial Superior for the nation
of many islands.

“I was impressed by how the Oblates
persevere to remain faithful to their
ministry as Catholic missionaries and yet
still are good neighbors and show respect
for the local customs and traditions,” said
Fr. Chava, Director of the National
Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in
Belleville, lllinois. “That’s the idea behind
what it means to be a missionary.”

Oblates who serve there.

“To me, it was an exchange of
spiritual riches,” said Fr. Chava upon
his return. “l went to give spiritual
insight to my brother Oblates, and, in
turn, they gave me insight into the
practicalities, the dif iculties and the
joys of missionary work in the
Philippines. |, too, was changed by
the visit.”

H O I

The Missionary Oblates serve
in more than 70 countries around
the globe, and none of their work is
easy. Like most areas, the Philippines



presents challenges for the
Oblates to overcome in order to
spread the message of God’s love.

The Philippines comprise
7,641 islands, some up to
a 10-hour boat ride from
another—and that's if seas are
cooperating. On top of that,
the infrastructure
on each island is
often limited.

“Simply getting
around is a
challenge,” Fr. Chava
said. “The roads are
not reliable. It's easy
to get stuck in the
mud. Communities
become disconnected
through natural
disasters like floods
and storms.”

This can lead to a
sense of isolation for
Missionary Oblates.
Father Chava was
invited to help his
brother Oblates
overcome their
feelings of isolation.

He did that, in
part, by emphasizing
the Missionary Oblate
tradition of oraison,a French
word that translates to “prayer.”
Missionary Oblates have two
regularly scheduled times during
the day where they practiceraison,

a time of silent prayer.

“Many didn't realize what a rich
spiritual tradition we have and how
that connects us through its deeper
meaning,” Fr. Chava said. “When they
discovered that this is an opportunity
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to be united in Christ no matter
where they are—side by side in the
presence of Jesus along with their
brother Oblates—they realized it
means they never are alone, no matter
the distance.”

But the challenges go beyond isolation.

R F D F

The Missionary Oblates serve mostly in
the southern portion of the chain, which
features a heavily Islamic and indigenous
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moments of his
journey, he said.
“Brother Mauricio’s
constant presence in the
community and
dedication over the
years brought the
respect of the local
chief of the people and
they include him as
part of the community

. : and in the decisions of
Brother Mauricio Zuyco, OMI, (left) was the irst Missionary Oblate in th the tribe,” Fr. Chava
Philippines an(_i had cor_re;ponded ‘WIth Fr. Chava Gonzalez, OM), (right said. “They saw him as
for decades prior to their irst meeting last year

one of them because

population. This presents practical he’s been there and stayed there, no
challenges the Missionary Oblates address matter the dif iculties.”
with grace, Fr. Chava witnessed. Father Chava said he found that

For example, many Missionary dedication among all the Missionary
Oblates schools are the only educational Oblates in the Philippines.
institution on some of the islands, yet “There’s a difference between visiting
the students and their families nearly all  a place and becoming a place,” he said.
practice Islam. The schools teach the “Missionaries are sent to share in the
Catholic faith while ensuring there are lives of the people and become one with

separate wash facilities and prayer spaces the place they serve, to the extent they
for Muslim students to keep to the tenets can. That can only happen by living our

of their religion, Fr. Chava said. vow of perseverance. You can't just leave
Father Chava said he was happy to see when the irst dif iculty occurs.”

how the perseverance and respect shown T

by his brother Oblates have led them to be

accepted into their local communities. Father Chava reflected on his journey
One such Missionary Oblate holds a  and the opportunity to experience

special place in his heart. missionary work in the Philippines. He
Brother Mauricio Zuyco, OMI, was said he was grateful for his role in

the irst Missionary Oblate in the furthering God’s work in the Philippines.

Philippines, making his First Vows in “I felt a sense of gratitude, knowing

1960. Fr. Chava and he began exchanging that some of the spiritual insights | shared

letters while the latter was a seminarian  will remain with them andaccompany

who hoped he one day would be assigned them on their missionary journey,” he

as a missionary to the Philippines. said. “| left a part of me there, not only
The opportunity for Fr. Chava to in words but in the many friendships

meet Bro. Mauricio, who has worked for ~ formed in a short time.”t

years with the indigenous population,

was among the most memorable
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NLJ Remembering
1© Father Clarence, OMI

, e S
The flag that was draped over Fr. Clarence Zachman'’s casket is handedhewj<Ruwemald (Ron) Zachman,
at his graveside service

On a foggy winter morning, Family, friends and his brother
mourners from across the country Oblates gathered to pay their respects to
gathered at the National Shrine of Fr. Clarence, who took his First Vows on

Our Lady of the Snows to say goodbye to the solemnity the Assumption in 1943
a priest who had given more than seven  and was ordained a priest on June 5, 1948

decades of service to the Missionary “The biggest grace God gave him was

Oblates of Mary Immaculate. his gentleness and compassion with
Father Clarence Zachman, OMI, everyone who approached Fr. Clarence

passed away January 19 at the age of 103for counsel or forgiveness,” said Fr. James

at the Benedictine Living Community (Jim) Allen, OMI, who delivered the

on the grounds of the Shrine in homily at the funeral Mass. “Even after

Belleville, lllinois. He was the eldest he moved into assisted living, some

Missionary Oblate of the 3,500 around people wanted to come to him for

the world. confession, and COVID had locked the



place down. So Fr. Clarence heard their ~ shortage of military chaplains so he went
confession through his window.” to enlist as one. Because of his age, an act
Father Jim had a of Congress was needed to
longstanding relationship allow Fr. Clarence to join the
with Fr. Clarence, who served U.S. Air Force. A second act
as Fr. Jim’s irst spiritual of Congress allowed him to
director during his time as a continue past the
seminarian. He said service limit.
Fr. Clarence was ready to Father Clarence had said
make his journey to the 20 years he served as a
God’s Kingdom. military chaplain was a
“For years, he told us that ministry of love, “a love for
was longing to make that the service men and women,
journey” Fr. Jim said. “He and for their families. |
wasn't afraid. Like the Apostle @;ﬁhif‘ggfear]'izfzt*;‘zh\’nﬁ;‘am enjoyed every day of my
Peter, Fr. Clarence could say, o, entered the U.S. Air Force WOTK.” During those two
‘Yes, Lord. You know that |  as amilitary chaplain with the decades, Fr. Clarence served

love you.” rank of captain 10 different assignments for

Father Clarence was born the military, including in
November 2, 1920, in Rogers, Minnesota, Vietnam, Turkey, Japan and Germany.
just outside of Minneapolis. After his “Getting settled was not that

ordination, his irst assignmentwasasa  dif icult after the irst or second move,”

teacher at Our Lady of the Ozarks College Fr. Clarencehad said. “Each had its own

in Carthage, Missouri. Father Clarence peculiarities, its own mission, new

had joked, “I didn't think | would e regulations to learn and adaptions

pass from elementary school, ' to make.”

and here | was—a teacher.” Father Clarence became an
In 1961 when American expert at adapting. When his

troops began to be deployed military service ended in

in Vietnam, Fr. Clarence felt 1981, he was 61 years old, had

he should do more to help the earned the rank of lieutenant

young servicemen who colonel and was ready for a

were risking their new challenge.

lives overseas.

He had read

there was a




Father Harold Fisher, OMI (left), presides over
the Mass for Fr. Clarence Zachman, OMI, with
Fr. James (Jim) Allen, OMI, concelebrating

Missionary Oblates pray during the Mass of the
Dead for Fr. Clarence Zachman, OMI

Those challenges came as chaplain
at the Tekakwitha Nursing Home in
Sisseton, South Dakota; then as
associate pastor in West End Parish in
Duluth, Minnesota; and then as pastor
of Sacred Heart Parish in Mountain
Grove, Missouri.

In 1989, he came to Our Lady of the
Snows where he served as chaplain to the
Oblate Apartment Community for ive
years, then as Superior of the Shrine
Community until his retirement in 1998.

“One of the selling points | used in
convincing Fr. Clarence to move into
assisted living was that he could still be
available to the people there who needed a
priest to speak with, who needed some
consolation,” Fr. James said in his homily.
“It was obvious Fr. Clarence still wanted
to use his gift of priesthood for others.”

Father Jim concluded his homily by
thanking God for the work He did
through Fr. Clarence.

“You did a great job with Clarence
Zachman. Now take him to Yourself
and let him continue to do good by
interceding for all of us, his family and
his Oblate brothers and sisters,” he said.
“Never let us forget his favorite message:
Jesus loves you, and so do we.”

Father Clarence was preceded in death
by his parents, Louis and Philomena, nee
Becker, Zachman; his brothers, Arthur,
Raymond, Norbert and Francis; and his
sisters, Genieve, Cecilia and Rosalia.

Mourning his passing are his nieces
and nephews; residents and staff at the
Benedictine Living Community; 3,500
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
around the world; and all the people
Fr. Clarence touched in his 103 yeats.



The Holy Rosary from Lourdes
’r:"'lr'r??.. : =
Father David Uribe, OMI, leads the praying of the Holy Rosary at the SatieethGourdes, France

Delivering the Prayers of
Our Faithful Co-Missionaries

When Fr. David Uribe, OMI, visited “The people give their petitions to
the Sacred Grotto in Lourdes, France, us with a lot of trust that they will be
for the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, he delivered as promised,” Fr. David said.

carried with him more than 7,300 “As Chaplain Director, to carry it
prayer intentions from the faithful and  through and see to it that they are
placed them on the altar at the delivered is a privilege and an honor.”
Massabielle Grotto That honor was magni ied
of Lourdes. by a fortuitous meeting as

Father David also
carried from the United

Fr. David was walking to the
Grotto to deliver the intentions.
States a Marian-blue There, walking a few steps
candle to be placed in the ahead of him, was Fr. Martins
Chapel of Candles at the ) . Obikara, OMI, Chaplain to
Lourdes Shrine in honor of ;‘he;'r;;r Box on 'the alar ENGlish-Speaking Pilgrams at
our donors and supporters. where the intentions of our Lourdes. He invited Fr. David

As Chaplain Director of the co-missionaries were placedtg |ead the recitation of the

Missionary Oblates of Mary Rosary that day in the Grotto.
Immaculate, Fr. David is responsible That enabled Fr. David to personally
for ensuring donors’ prayer requests place the intentions of the faithful in the
are honored. prayer box that was on the altar during

10



this Rosary. The event was covered b
EWTN and you can see it here:
Oblatesusa.org/RosaryatLourdes
“Wherever you are, whether in
Lourdes or far abroad, let us join . Father Dav_id Uri_be, OMI, lights a candle
. . for co-missionaries at the Chapel of Candles
in prayer,” Fr. David told those who ) in Lourdes, France
gathered in person and online. :
“Since the apparitions of the
Virgin Mary to St. Bernadette in
this very same place, millions,
including many saints and popes,
have come to pray and ask for
God’s mercy. Let us join together
in praying the Joyful Mysteries of
the holy Rosary today.” Ef
s

Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto
commemorates the 18 appearance
of Mary as the Immaculate
Conception to St. Bernadette
Soubirous, a 14-year-old French
peasant girl. The apparitions
started on February 11, 1858.

This was the third visit Fr.
David has made to the Lourdes
Grotto in France. He said it
remains a powerful place for him
because of its history as a key part F
of the faith.

“One of the early messages
from Our Blessed Mother to
Bernadette in 1858 was for her to
tell others that this place will be a
place of processions, prayer and
healing,” he said. “Now to look at it
in 2024 and see it as exactly
that—a place of processions,
prayer and healing—and to be able
to participate in these processions,
to touch the water, to see the faith
of the people ... it’s just really
special. May we always be a part of
what heaven wishes for us¥



Brother Musonda Chota, C
learned of the Missionary
Mary Immaculate through
best friend, Macario Mumk
their hometown of Mufulira

Brother Musonda Chota, OMI, was
taken aback when a woman he was
meeting with broke down in tears
while sharing her story.

After all, displays of strong
emotion in public are outside the
cultural norm in Bro. Musonda’s
native Zambia in south-central Africa.
He is from the small town of Mufulira,
which is in the diocese of Ndola near
the border with the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Brother Musonda is a third-year
seminarian with the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. He is
currently studying at Oblate School of

12

Theology in San Antonio. At the time
of his encounter with the woman in
tears, he was working there with a class
on the Order (previously, Rite) of
Christian Initiation of Adults.

“I went back and sat in reflection
and thought about what was going on,”
Bro. Musonda said of the experience.
“What came to mind was the story of
Jesus, Mary and Martha after Lazarus
died and how Jesus wept. That was in
public, too, and | thought about how
Jesus shares in our sorrows and has
such empathy.”

That encounter served as a pivotal
experience for Bro. Musonda and



helped solidify a style of pastoring he experience at various places in
hopes to take with him into his future San Antonio. During his time there, he

as a Missionary Oblate. Brother has ministered at Catholic Charities,
Musonda talked about how he strives San Juan de los Lagos Parish and
to consistently be in the current Shrine, and now at Our Lady of the
moment, regardless of whom he is Lake University with the
talking to or what he is doing. campus ministry.

“It's something I'm learning as a Bro. Musonda said he is unsure

seminarian,” he said. “l want to live in where his future will take him but that
the moment because once it goes, you he is open to going where the need is.
can't bring it back.” As he prepares for that future, he

Brother Musonda was
15 years old when he felt
the call of God. It came
through the best friend of
his brother, Kelvin. That
friend, Macario Mumba,
returned to the small
town of Mufulira with a
silver and black cross—an &
Oblate Cross that is part
of First Vows ceremony.

Silver and black
crosses are given to
Missionary Oblates when
they take their First Vows.
Gold and black crosses are
given to them when they
take their Final
Perpetual Vows.

The cross served as a

starting point for the Brother Musonda Chota accompanied a candidate in the OCIA class during
journey Bro. Musonda is on the Rite of Acceptance by Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller. It was in thi

K i class that Bro. Musonda had an encounter that helped shape how he
tOday. He tOOk hIS FII’St VOWS approaches m|n|stry today

in 2020 and had plans to go
to Rome to continue his

education. COVID made the trip thinks back to the lady who broke
impossible. He spent the next year in down in tears in his OCIA class.
Mongu in the Western Province of “It taught be something about

Zambia at Oblate Radio Liseli before myself that | needed to learn,” he said.
coming to San Antonio in August 2021. “It taught me to see beyond my

For the past two and a half years, experience to the experiences of others
Bro. Musonda has advanced through and about God'’s presence through
seminary while gaining pastoral everything.”t

13



Shrine “will better serve our retreatants,” said
Fr. Chava Gonzalez, OMI

I
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A small, “personal” prayer chapel was created
for retreatants at the renovated King’s House
at the Shrine

Refurbishments
Finalized at
King’s House at
the Shrine

Construction is now complete at the
King’'s House Retreat and Renewal Center at
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows in Belleville, Illinois, providing
retreatants with more chapels, conference
rooms and guest rooms. The retreat center is
now known as King's House at the Shrine.

Last summer, King's House relocated
from a few miles away to the Shrine to take
advantage of its unique ministries that help
people to discover healing and hope in
their lives.

“These facilities will better serve our
retreatants,” said Fr. Salvador (Chava)
Gonzalez, OMI, director of the Shrine and
King's House. “They are more accessible for
today’s older population. The retreatants can
take advantage of the Shrine’s programs and
explore the Shrine’s 160 acres of outdoor
devotional areas for creative solitude.”

Refurbishment of King’'s House was in
two phases. In the irst phase, 40 guest
rooms were renovated on the irst floor of
the former Guest House at the Shrine. In
addition, a new chapel and conference room,
as well as the King's House “Rocking Chair
Corner,” were created at the Shrine Visitor's
Center speci ically for retreatants. The Guest
House and Visitor's Center are literally across
the private road from each other.

In the second phase, 14 more guest rooms
were renovated on the second floor. In
addition, a new sitting room that doubles as a
library, a small conference room, and a small
“personal” prayer chapel were createti.
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The new indoor chapel was illed for the Spanish-language Ash Wedressleglébrated by Fr. Saturnino Lajo, OMI

New Indoor Chapel Created
at Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto

The former dining room at the former Oblate Renewal Center (ORC)
at Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto and Tepeyac de San Antonio, Texas, was
converted in mid-December to provide a place for Mass during
inclement weather.

The indoor chapel was a welcome respite on Ash Wednesday, hosting
several hundred faithful at Masses that day. The 7 a.m. service was
celebrated by Superior General Fr. Luis Ignacio Rois Alonso, OMI,
during his irst visit to the United States since his election in September
2022 (see story, Page 16). The Spanish-language noon Mass, celebrated
by Fr. Saturnino Lajo, OMI, was completely illed with worshippers.

The ORC will be undergoing extensive renovations over the next
two years. More details will be shared as the plans unfdid.
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Superior|General Visits
the United States

The rst United States visit by Father Luis Ignacio Rois
Alonso, OMI, since his election as Superior General of the
Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate coincided with
the start of the Lenten season.

Father Luis, known
a ectionately as Fr. Chicho,
was elected in September

to the position that
oversees the , Oblates
serving in  countries around
the world. His trip to the
United States centered around
events at Our Lady of Lourdes
Grotto and Tepeyac de
San Antonio, Texas. :

Father Chicho spent time This was Father Chicho’; irstvi_sit to

. . the United States since his election to
with the Borzaga Formation the position of Superior General in
Community, led the rst Ash September 2022
Wednesday service and delivered
the Kusenberger Chair of Oblate Studies  Public Lecture.

At each stop, Fr. Chicho talked about the joy he felt as a
missionary of hope. For example, at the a.m. Ash Wednesday
service, he told the faithful in attendance there are two main
reasons the Lenten season is a time for joy.

“The rstis a feeling of joy in the God of mercy,” he said. “The
second is because we are called to ful Il the will of God, and the
will of God is for us to become His sons, His daughters. That is a
reason for joy.”

M H

Father Chicho Is a native of Madrid, Spain. He professed his
i S a Missionary Oblate on September , , and
stly ordination on May
as served as the vocation director for the
uperior of the Scholasticate in Pozuelo de

bnso, OMI, (right) applies ashes to
OMI, the United States Provincial 17



Alarcon, Spain; the provincial of the
Province of Spain; the General Councilor
for Europe; and in the Western Sahara
Mission of the Mediterranean Province.

His six-year term as the th Superior
General providing the spiritual direction
for the more than , Missionary
Oblates around the world began with his
election on September ,

Since then, Fr. Chicho has been
visiting Missionary Oblates around the
world. His rst year-and-a-half as Superior
General has seen him travel from Lesotho
to Canada, Ukraine to Bangladesh.

When he was elected, he said he saw
his job as that of a missionary of hope.

“We have to become friends ourselves
and then live the Gospel as good
missionaries for the poor, and in
commune together,” he said.

\% O B

Father Chicho’s visit included time with
the Borzaga Formation Community,
which includes the formation team

e

Fr. Raymond and Fr. Chicho elevate the Sacred Body and Blood of Christakging M

and seminarians who study at Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio.
Mario Borzaga was attalian Oblate
and one of six Oblates killed in Laos
during the country’s civil war and
Communist takeover. He and  others
were beati ed in December

During the group’s weekly time of
re ection, Fr. Chicho stepped forward to
speak to the community. He told them it
is the responsibility of each member of
the Community to bring the charism of
the Missionary Oblates to life.

Fr. Chicho’s nal words to the
seminarians were to challenge them to
live the Gospel every single day and to
bring God’s Word to the poor and
abandoned around the world.

IN Y’

Father Chicho then delivered the
Public Lecture for the Kusenberger
Chair of Oblate Studies speaking
about the charism of the Missionary
Oblates. That charism, he said, is a gift



Superior General Fr. Chicho spent time with the formation team and sensired the Borzaga Formation Community:
(L-R standing) Fr. William (Billy) Morell, Bro. Jacques-Marie LiBaPtbvincial Fr. Raymond Cook; Bro. Etienne
Kabemba; Bro. Pablo Henning; Fr. Ron LaFramboise, Formator; Brodéiéxables; Fr. Juan Gaspar, Director-
Superior of the Community; Fr. Antonio Ponce; (L-R seatedf)d@imilian Kenfack; Bro. Dogo Anaguedeu,

Brother Marco Cruz; Scholastic Bro. Musonda Chota (holdir@rbss); Fr. Chicho; and Fr. Arun Rozario, Formator.
Photo courtesy of Seminarian Bro. David Chisha

of the Holy Spirit, both to St. Eugene charism. Do you think | can do this
de Mazenod years ago as wellto all alone from Rome? | don'’t. You can do
Missionary Oblates today, both clergy  this, not me.”t

and laity.

“The entire
Oblate community
is responsible for
protecting and
spreading the
charism of the
Missionary Oblates
which,” he said, “is
to take God’s Word
to the poor and
abandoned around

the globe.”
I n_eed yog, | Father Chicho delivers
Fr. Chicho said. the Kusenberger Chair

. . Public Lecture
Superior General is

to keep alive the
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Oaxaca Missions: Then and Now

Nearly as remote as when
Fr. Theodore “Ted” Pfeifer, OMI,
began the mission in 1964, the state
of Oaxaca stretches from the ocean
into steep mountain ranges in southern
Mexico that borders Guatemala.
Father Ted started this ministry among
the poorest of the poor in rural
Oaxaca, where the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate have faced
everything from generational poverty
to violent drug cartels as they minister
to the people.

It was this challenging environment
that Olivia Lopez Huggins and
Bro. Pablo Henning, OMI, chose to help
people in need a halfentury apart.
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Olivia Lopez Huggins worked with
the Missionary Oblates in their new
mission in San Pedro Huamelula,
Oaxaca, in the late 1960s and early
1970s. As a nursing student, she spent
a few months working there in the
aftermath of Hurricane Camille. The
Missionary Oblates were waiting on
the shore to greet her when she arrived.
Conditions in the region were
rough. Olivia said she “delivered many
babies in a dark hut on a dirt floor. A
man had cut off his inger chopping
bananas and he brought it in, wrapped
in a banana leaf.” Impoverished villages
had no electricity and people would
have to walk as many as 12 miles to



reach a medical clinic. But Olivia said
the people there were “the most
religious and spiritual I've ever known.”

Q

After graduating from college, Olivia
returned to Oaxaca to work in the
mountain town of Quiechapa. It took
two months for Olivia to receive the
news she had passed
her state board
examination and
was a licensed nurse.
Travel from Quiechapa to remote
mountain villages was challenging. A
30-mile trip could take six hours by

“It was all God’s work.”

would work at a medical clinic set up in
a donated room, while Fr. Ted would
hear confessions, celebrate Mass and
minister to the people.

Olivia worked with the Missionary
Oblates daily and witnessed Fr. Ted’s
energy and variety of talents. Father
Ted was a mechanic, a carpenter and
medical service provider to people in
rural areas. He
“presided over many
of their wedding
ceremonies and
delivered about 250 babies and baptized
them,” Olivia said. “He supervised the
building of water ways so that the

Jeep. If the roads were too rough, Olivia Water would stay clean.”

and Fr. Ted would ride horses and lead
a third horse carrying medicine. Upon
nearing a village, they were often met
by a local brass band and the entrance
to the village turned into a parade. She

Father Ted also defended the
indigenous people against drug cartels
intent on seizing their land. During the
1980s, Fr. Ted'’s truck was shot up by
the cartels, but he emerged unharmed.
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“There was never a dull moment,” ‘Father.’ | carry that weight, | must

recalled Olivia looking back on her always present myself as a Missionary

years working with the Missionary Oblate of Mary Immaculate.”

Oblates in Oaxaca. “l would not trade

my experiences and learning, and who | S M o

am was molded by the Oblates. The

Oblates to me are just saints and | A partially paralyzed woman living

knew | could count on them.” with her 93-year-old mother was crying

') M N when Bro. Pablo arrived for a visit one

E FE H C day. The mother hgd gone on an errand,
“and she was praying to God that

This past summer, second-year someone would come, because she felt

scholasticate Bro. Pablo Henning, OMI, all alone. | have to tell her that she is

gained his pastoral experience by not alone, so | have to believe that when

spending nine weeks shadowing the | tell her.”

Missionary Oblates serving San Pedro The Missionary Oblates were some of

Apostol Huamelula in the irst people to bring modern
Oaxaca. Brother Pablo says 18 8 medical care to the area, Bro.
the pastoral experience is “sort Pablo said. They brought in the
of putting your money where \ irst Jeep, they dug wells for
your mouth is.” water, and more. Their legacy of
“You're learning all these going the extra mile to serve
great theological and their neighbors continues.
philosophical things in school, “We drove three hours to
but can you apply them? Do this one town where we had a
you really believe them? Mass with only 10 people. But
The people here in Oaxaca that's what the Missionary
do not distinguish between priests or Oblates do. They go to these places
brothers,” Bro. Pablo said. “They see us where nobody wants to go.t
as men of God. They call every Oblate,

Brother Pablo Henning (left)
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Historical Opportunity for
Charitable Gift Annuities

Higher interest rates to help tame inflation have created a historically good
time to donate to the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate through a
charitable gift annuity.

With a charitable gift annuity, donors give a certain amount of cash or
publicly traded securities (minimum $5,000) to the Oblate Annuity Trushd
receive an annual return for the rest of their lives.

Kevin Miller, Director of Charitable and Planned
Giving for the Missionary Oblates, said the rate of return
is as high as it has been in the past 15 years. For exampl
in June 2022 the rate for someone aged 75 was 5.4 percHd
It is now 7 percent.

That means a donor giving $100,000 to the Oblate
Annuity Trust through a charitable gift annuity could
receive an annual return of $7,000, compared to $5,400
just two years ago.

Restrictions do apply. Donors must be older than 59  Kevin Miller, Director of
to participate. Charitable gift annuities are not available irfharitable and Planned Giving
some states and all of Canada. Options are available for a
charitable gift annuity that ends with the death of the donor or one that
continues with the donor’s spouse.

There are many variables that affect an individual’s rate of return, most
notably the donor’s age. But once the contract is signed, the rate will never
go down.

That makes now an even more attractive time to set up a charitable gift
annuity, Miller said. The Federal Reserve is expected to lower interest rajes b
more than 1 percent by the end of 2024. That will lead to lower rates on
charitable gift annuities, he added.

S Y N

Receive a free, no-obligation proposal
on your rate of return.
Call (800) 233-6264r il
email charitablegifts@oblateusa.org. |

Charitable gift annuities are not available ifis
some states and are not available in Ca
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While the parishioners of St. Nicholas do not have a lot of food because
of the war, what they do have, they share with the poor

Kyiv's Resilient St. Nicholz
Parish Helps the Neediest Amidst Wat

Parishioners of St. Nicholas Church
in Kyiv, Ukraine, continue to feed the
hungry and nourish hope even as the
war grinds on.

More than 30 parishioners recently
joined with the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate to serve food to their
neighbors. “We organized a charity
lunch and a concert with the
‘Inspirantum’ choir to mark the
seventh World Day of the Poor,” said
Fr. Pavlo Vyshkovskyi, OMI, pastor of
St. Nicholas in the Ukrainian capital.
“This year the slogan was: ‘Don’t turn

your back on the most needy’.
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Slovenia’s ambassador to Ukraine,
Mateja PrevolSek, with her husband,
Croatia’s ambassador Anica Djami ,
were among those serving. “Even the
guests of the diplomatic corps wore
aprons and served the poorest,”

Fr. Pavlo said. “On these days, one
rediscovers a sense of human dignity,
one learns from misery the pleasure of
simplicity, of sharing with the

less fortunate.”

St. Nicholas has become a meeting
point for at least 250 of the poor and
homeless since the Missionary Oblates
reclaimed the building after its owner



fled from the Russian invasion in participating, we help to create a fairer
February 2022. The church building had society where everyone has the
been converted to a concert hall when opportunity to prosper and live
Ukraine was under Communist rule. with dignity.”

Oblates were allowed
back into Ukraine
after Soviet
Communism fell, but
the concert hall
owner had allowed
the Oblates only
limited use of

St. Nicholas.

“We stayed, we
didn’t run away, we
try to serve the best
we can. With the
blessing of the bishop
of Kyiv-Zytomyr
diocese, Vitaly
Kryvitsky, SDB, our
church became a

St. Nicholas Church in Kyiv was the setting for a concert with the ‘Insmpirahbir to

humamta”ar_] aid mark the seventh World Day of the Poor
center for Kyiv and
Chernihiv regions. We distribute and Fr. Pavlo has spoken in previous

deliver humanitarian aid to those most interviews of the exhaustion brought on
in need, even when Kyiv and Chernihiv by sirens summoning everyone to shelters

regions are under ire,” Fr. Pavlo said. in the middle of the night because of
The event was coordinated by drone and missile barrages and by the
Bro. Sebastian, the director of Kitchen  accompanying damage, injuries and
for the Homeless, as a ministry to deaths. Yet the people persevere.
people living on the streets of Kyiv. “The church is open, active and
Supporting poor and homeless fellow  alive, always full of people in need of
citizens “is fundamentalbecause it help and those who, despite being tired,
contributes to social justice and to can help,” said Fr. Pavld:

equality,” Fr. Pavlo said. “By

Pope Francis met with Father Pavlo
Vyshkovskyi, pastor of St. Nicholas and
former Oblate Delegation Superior in
Ukraine. His Holiness encouraged the
“Oblates to stay true to their charism of
serving the poord'2023 vatican Media, photo
used with permission
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This is our Young Adult Group as we prepare for Adoration of the Blessedrfacram

Young Adult Group Follows St. Euge

This article was written by Oscar Donahue, a leader of the Young Adult group abssoly C
parish in Buffalo, New York.

When | was 17 years old, | started becoming involved with the Missionary Oklafe
Mary Immaculate in Buffalo, New York.

| did not understand what the Missionary Oblates meant at the time, but | remeenb
always feeling welcomed to join. | made friends with the seminarians who wbabme
through, some of whom | still talk to. | have always been surrounded by good, @grin
loving and selfless people.

In 2016, with the help of the Missionary Oblates, | had the opportunity to attend
World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland, which was an
incredible experience that was only possible through
God and the wonderful Missionary Oblates.

Thanks to the Missionary Oblates and our
community, last year our Young Adult group had the
opportunity to attend World Youth Day in Portugal,
which helped us understand what it is like to be a young
person in the Church. We felt a sense of family and unity.

S O Y A

At the beginning of 2022, | was inspired by Fr. Felix
Nyambe, OMI, and Michele Divito to become more
involved with the Oblates. Father Felix is Pastor of Holy
Cross, Our Lady of Hope and Coronation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Michele Divito, a Consecrated Virgin,
is Coordinator of the Oblate Associates in Buffalo,

Here | am with my frier_1d _Solon_”lon, WhOreporting to Fr. Mufoz.

\S,:Zf]g:; Mass, and his little sister | was asked by Ms. Divito to help start a Young Adult
group in our community. Through that, | started to

realize that young people are so crucial in the Church, and we needed to have thange

that helped us get closer to God besides our own personal practices.
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| grew closer to many members of the Young Adults group, whom | consider some of
my best friends. What drives us is the dedication and faith that we have, and the
perseverance to know more about the Missionary Oblates and being true gissiof God.

T S.E M C

Learning about St. Eugene has been incredible. He said, “We must lead p¢ojgict
like human beings irst of all, and then like Christians, and, inally, we stthelp them to
become saints.”

That phrase truly touches the soul
because we often become judgmental of |
others even when we think we are doing
things for God. We forget there are people i
who are marginalized and don't have a
voice. Saint Eugene teaches us we must b
loving and never treat anyone as less,
because we have all been made in the
image of God and we are all precious in
His eyes.

| have learned the charism of the
Missionary Oblates is to take God'’s Word
to the poor and abandoned. Oblate
Associates have a special bond with the
Oblate Congregation, sharing in that
mission and spreading the charism of
St. Eugene. | am currently in formation to
become an Oblate Associate.

C OTC

On Sundays you can ind two or
more members of our Young Adult Group
participating in Mass and trying to invite

. Being able to help others and being present for them makes us
others to Jjoinus. appreciate the life we have been given. We receive blessings
The Young Adult group carries out  because of the goodness that God wants us to show others

several events. On the irst Friday of every
month, we set up and organize Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. This has bpened
to our community and receives a great turnout.

Our Bible Study group meets on the third Saturday of every month. Afterward we
have our monthly meeting where we discuss the activities we plan on doing.

On the fourth Saturday of every month our group goes to St. Luke’s Mission of
Mercy and helps serve a meal to those who are in need. We help prepare meals, pass the
meals out and talk to those in the community, which is what St. Eugene instructs

Helping others brings joy. Being able to help others and being present fomthe
makes one appreciate the life we have been given. We receive blessings beufahs
goodness that God wants us to show others.
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Cuban Children Enjoy
Learning the Basics of Fdh

Children everywhere have a way of
cutting through religious jargon to talk
about the basics of faith, with the
children of Cojimar, Cuba, being
no different.

“How can God exist if He died and |
can't see Him?” asked one participant
of “The Children of Cojimar,” a new

educational-recreational program
offered for the irst time last year by
the parish of Nuestra Sefiora del
Carmen. The parish is named for the
Blessed Virgin Mary as protector of all
waters, seamen and ishermen.
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Led by the young people of the
parish with the support of friends from
Cuba and outside the country, the
program attracted 20 children aged 6
to 11, reported Rosa Maria Cepero, an
OMI lay associate of the parish of
Cojimar-Havana East.

The Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate came to Cuba in 1997 after
the Church’s more than 30-year absence
following Castro coming to power.
Though there are still some legal
barriers to evangelization, parishioners
are eager to welcome children.




In the summer program,
children from the neighborhood as
well as vacation visitors to the area
enjoyed ishing, drawing, working
with clay, playing games, going on
treasure hunts, boxing, building
with Lego blocks, making cards
and more. Children presented the
cards they made to their
grandfathers during Mass on
Grandfathers’ Day.

The program features at least
40 minutes a day dedicated to
reading and discussing Bible
passages, which was a new
experience for many participants.

The question “Who is Eve?”
brought an unexpected answer
from one child: “My aunt’s puppy.”
The discussion leader introduced
the children to the story of the irst
couple and other Bible stories.
Another day, a child noted, “God is
old.”

“We inished with a lot of
enthusiasm for next summer,”

Ms. Cepero said. They would like
to offer new activities and get the
word out more in order to serve
more children.

The parish is now offering a
Saturday morning program during
the school year in which children
study the Bible and English and
enjoy games and crafts.

“Children are the future of our
country and the world,” Cepero
said. “Our Lady of Carmen, protect
and pray for the children of
Cojimar!”. t
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Nurse Nadia Medina takes the blood pressure of a girl at our Oblate misgicamia, Mexico

Scholarships Create Life-Saving Medic
Workers in Tijuana

Seeds planted through the are volunteering as doctors and nurses
San Eugenio Scholarship program in in the mission. They make home visits
Tijuana, Mexico, are now bearing fruit. to care for the elderly and in irm.

Some who were given an The need for the
opportunity for a B Scholarship program became
medical education are They are great apparent during the COVID
now helping save lives in €xamples for other  pandemic, Fr. Jesse said.
their community. young men and “We realized how many

The Missionary women about people were dying because
Oblates of Mary what it means to  the clinics were closed,” he

Immaculate began the be committed to said. “We saw people who
Scholarship program in : -+ » hadn’t been physically able
Tijuana in 2017, said their community. to bathe in weeks, who had
Fr. Jesse Esqueda, OMI, no medication or who were
who has served in Tijuana for a decade. taking their medication improperly. It
: Noyv, some of that program’s graduates really emphasized the need.”
b 30
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From that need grew the service
in which those who were given
scholarships through the Missionary
Oblates’ program are now able to
make home visits to check vital signs,
cleanwounds and diagnose
life-threatening problems.

Father Jesse spoke of a situation
in which doctors arrived at the home
of a woman who was turning purple
and was unable to make it to a

medical clinic. Those doctors were
able to get an oxygen tank and save
the woman'’s life.

“That’s how crucial this work is,” Dr. Karla Gonzalez examines the ear of a patient at our
Oblate mission in Tijuana, Mexico

Fr. Jesse said.

The scholarship recipients who
now are serving as doctors are
Joseline Robledo, Karla Gonzalez,
Erik Solis and Isabel Bahena. Those
serving as nurses are Nadia Medina
and Adrian Estrada. Their growth
from scholarship recipients to
trained helpers demonstrates how
the Missionary Oblates’ involvement
is helping create a self-sustainable
community.

Beyond that, Fr. Jesse said it is
rewarding to see these scholarships
recipients become heavily involved in
the parish even beyond their medical
volunteering, participating in
retreats and in leadership.

“They are great examples for
other young men and women about
what it means to be committed to
their community,” he said. “It's been
an incredible journey to see these
people, who had no possibility of
going to university because of the
lack of resources, go on and get their
degrees and then help save lives in
their own communities. Through

that, you see the grace of God, and | Dr. Isabel Bahena registers patients to be seen at our Oblate
feel blessed to be a part of it} mission clinic in Tijuana, Mexico
Qi

i W
A young boy named Juanito receives care for an eye injury
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