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From the Provincial
Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI

Dear Friends in Christ,

As we journey through the pages of this edition of the Oblate World magazine,
we reflect on the grace of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose apparitions have
transcended time and culture. From Our Lady of Guadalupe to Lourdes andiRatj
Mary’s appearances have always conveyed messages of love, compasdianijts.

The apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 1531 holds special signi icance to
the work of the universal Church. When Mary appeared to Juan Diego, she
embraced the culture, language, and struggles of the people in the newdvdr
calling for a church to be built at Tepeyac Hill, she unites God and Jesus to the new
world. This call for unity and compassion continues to inspire the Missiary
Oblates as we serve the marginalized across Mexico. In places like Tijuaaare
called to meet the needs of the most vulnerable, offering both spiritual eand
practical support, just as Mary did for Juan Diego and his people.

Similarly, the apparition of Our Lady of Lourdes holds deep meaning for us as
well. In 1858, Mary appeared to St. Bernadette, calling her to a life of prayer and
healing. Just as Mary embraced Bernadette and the sick at Lourdes, we aredethi
of our duty to care for those suffering physically, emotionally, and spirdtlly. Father
David’s pilgrimage to Lourdes, illed with prayer and reflection, remfmed our
commitment to serve others with compassion and grace, following Mary&mple.

In this issue, we also highlight the exciting online initiatives whichraito
deepen spiritual growth and further the mission of Mary’s compassion imet
world today. Through programs like the Oblate Academy and Oblate Studio, we
continue to reach hearts and souls, offering guidance and encouragenterthose
seeking solace and strength with God.

As you read these stories, we invite you to reflect on Mary’s universal call to
service and unity. Her love transcends borders, languages, and cedtuand through
the Missionary Oblates, we are called to carry her message of hope to those in need.

Thank you for your continued support. May Mary'’s light continue to guide and
inspire us all.

In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

ZW%M

Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI
Provincial
United States Province
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The Many Faces of Our Lady:
A Story of Grace and Cultural

Connection

Throughout history, the Blessed
Virgin Mary has graced humanity with
her presence through miraculous
apparitions, each uniquely tailored to the
culture, traditions, and language of those
she visited. These moments of divine
intercession reflect Mary’s profound
understanding of the people she appeared
to, ensuring her messages resonated
deeply and personally. From guiding
individuals through personal turmoil to
inspiring entire communities to embrace
faith, Mary’s appearances serve as a
profound testament to her unwavering
maternal care for all people.

While the apparitions we know today
hold a sacred place in Church history, it is
impossible to determine the true number
of Marian appearances. Many of these
encounters were orally transmitted
through generations, preserving their
spiritual signi icance even when proper
documentation or Church investigations
were unavailable. Historical challenges in
documentation and investigations,
particularly in earlier centuries, mean
that some of these encounters may
remain unknown, yet their spiritual
impact continues to ripple through the
hearts of the faithful. The sheer diversity
in the settings, appearances, and
messages of Mary’s apparitions speaks to
her universal love and her ability to
transcend cultural divides, presenting
herself as a beacon of hope.

Here are some of the most signi icant
Marian apparitions, highlighting their
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cultural context, Mary’s appearance, her
message, and the historical backdrop that
shaped each encounter:
LG

, M

In th-century Mexico, the
indigenous population faced profound
upheaval, as Spanish colonization
brought cultural dissonance, forced
conversions to Christianity, and the Ias
of native traditions. The introduction
of foreign customs and beliefs resulted
in widespread confusion, fear, and a
longing for reassurance in a time of
tumultuous change. Amid this turmoil,
Mary appeared to Juan Diego, an Aztec
farmer, on Tepeyac Hill, a site sacred
to the indigenous people.

Her appearance was remarkable
and deeply signi icant—she wore
traditional Aztec attire, herfeatures
were mestiza (reflecting both

and she spoke in Nahuatl, Juan’s
native language. These cultural S5
markers underscored her solidarity ""’:‘“"‘3
with the native people, making ‘3.."74-'-.-.;..1
her a symbol of inclusivity i“,“;f-;:-g;._._-,;,
and unity. .~ —~4
Mary’s choice of attire RS
and language conveyed her -.a‘-,:g___
solidarity with the native -
people, presenting herself .
as their loving mother during e
a time of oppression and _,::w Our Lady Of
uncertainty. She requested R {\_‘;...'.9

that a church be built on G o Guadalupe

"Ry oymartean
':v;_\tﬂw__’
B e
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Tepeyac Hill to honor her, a site already
sacred to the indigenous culture. Her
message of unity, compassion, and faith
bridged the divide between Spanish
colonizers and the native population.

The miraculous image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on Juan Diego’s tilma became
a symbol of hope and cultural integration,
sparking widespread devotion that
continues today. Her image carried
profound spiritual and political
symbolism, becoming an enduring
emblem of Mexican identity,
independence, and cultural pride.

The Lourdes Grotto & Tepeyac
de San Antoniouniquely honors the
spiritual legacy of Our Lady of Guadalupe
through its thoughtful inclusion of a
replica of Tepeyac Hill, the site of her
miraculous appearance to Saint Juan
Diego in . This sacred feature
emphasizes the profound connection
between the Marian apparitions of
Guadalupe and Lourdes, serving as a
testament to Mary’s universal love
and intercession.

By incorporating Tepeyac Hill, the
grotto bridges cultural and historical
divides, celebrating the devotion to Our
Lady of Guadalupe as the patroness of the
Americas. Visitors are invited to reflect on
her message of unity, compassion, and
faith, which transcends borders and
generations. Operated by the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, this site
becomes a place where the faithful can
experience the enduring legacy of Mary
in their lives, woven seamlessly through
the traditions of both Guadalupe
and Lourdes.

O L L

, F

Nestled in the Pyrenean foothills of
southern France, the town of Lourdes
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was a place of quiet poverty in the mid-
th century. For many, life was a daily
struggle against hunger, illness, and
despair. Among its residents was a young
girl named Bernadette Soubirous, whose
family lived in meager conditions within
a former jail cell, highlighting the depths
of their hardship. Despite her gentle spirit
and unwavering faith, Bernadette often
faced ridicule for her lack of formal
education and her poor health due
to asthma.
On February , , while gathering

irewood with her sister and a friend near
the Grotto of Massabielle, Bernadette
encountered a radiant igure—a woman
of indescribable beauty, cloaked in white
and adorned with a blue sash. Her golden
roses shone on each foot, and a glowing
rosary hung from her hands. The igure
exuded purity and peace, captivating
Bernadette and awakening within her a
profound sense of wonder. Speaking in
Occitan, the regional dialect, Mary
ensured her words resonated directly
with Bernadette, emphasizing the
intimate nature of her visitation.

Over the course of eighteen
remarkable apparitions, Mary revealed
herself to Bernadette as the “Immaculate
Conception,” a title that had
only recently been af irmed
by the Churchin  as
part of
its dogma. Her
appearances
conveyed messages
of prayer,
penance, and

Our Lady
of Lourdes



Our Lady
of Fatima

conversion, urging humanity to seek
spiritual renewal and turn their hearts
toward God. Each word spoken carried
both simplicity and immense gravity, as
Mary invited Bernadette to embody
humility and unwavering devotion.

One of Mary'’s pivotal instructions led
Bernadette to uncover a hidden spring
within the grotto, initially concealed
beneath the earth. With little more than
faith guiding her, Bernadette dug into the
soil with her hands, revealing a stream
that miraculously began to flow. The
waters from this spring have since been
associated with countless healings, both
physical and spiritual, drawing millions
of pilgrims from across the globe. The
grotto transformed into a sanctuary of
hope, where the afflicted and faithful
alike sought solace and divine grace.

Beyond the miraculous physical
healings, Our Lady of Lourdes extended
her maternal care to the brokenhearted,
giving them a sense of dignity and
purpose. Her presence rejuvenated the
weary town of Lourdes, turning it into
one of the world’s most signi icant
pilgrimage destinations. In honoring
Mary'’s instructions, the Church built
a majestic basilica above the grotto,
standing as a testament to the profound
faith inspired by her appearance.

The story of Lourdes remains an
enduring symbol of how humility,
faith, and grace can uplift humanity even
amid suffering. Bernadette, a simple girl
with no worldly power, became an

instrument of divine intervention, and
her unwavering devotion continues
to inspire countless people to

trust in God’s mercy. Lourdes
is a living beacon of hope—a
reminder that Mary meets

humanity where itis, offeringhealing,
renewal, and unconditional love.

The global influence of Lourdes is so
profound that replicas of its sacred grotto
have been created for those unable to
undertake the long pilgrimage to France.
Among these is the Lourdes Grotto &
Tepeyac de San Antonio, Texas, a spiritual
sanctuary that connects visitors to the
miraculous events of Lourdes. Dedicated
in  and operated by the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, this site
is a faithful replica of the Grotto of
Massabielle, where Mary appeared to
Bernadette Soubirous.

Nestled on ive peaceful acres, the
grotto offers a tranquil environment
for prayer, reflection, and healing. Its
thoughtful design captures the essence
of the original site, featuring a statue of
Our Lady of Lourdes watching over
Bernadette in prayer. This sacred space
has become a cherished destination,
welcoming those seeking solace and
spiritual renewal while embodying the
enduring message of hope and grace that
Lourdes represents.

The Lourdes Grotto & Tepeyac
de San Antoniocontinues to extend the
legacy of Our Lady of Lourdes, inspiring
faith and devotion and reminding all of
Mary’s message of healing and love.

O L F
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In the midst of World War |, as
Europe endured unimaginable strife
and devastation, Portugal faced its own
political turmoil, including growing
secularization and challenges to religious
practice. It was in this fraught
atmosphere that three young shepherd
children Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta—
experienced the divine visitation of the
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Blessed Virgin Mary near the rural village
of Fatima.
Mary appeared to them in a form
be itting their humble lives, enveloped
in light and serenity, speaking to them
in Portuguese to ensure the clarity and

powerfully relevant, reminding humanity
of the enduring need for spiritual
reflection and unity. The sitehas become
a major pilgrimagedestination, drawing
millions who seek solace, healing, and
inspiration from Mary’s intercessionn.

intimacy of her message. Her visits carriedQ | K

profound spiritual signi icance, as she
delivered warnings of humanity’s need
for conversion and offered hope in the
promise of peace through prayer.

Central to her message was an urgent
call for the daily recitation of the Rosary
to bring peace to the world and the
conversion of sinners. Her prophetic
revelations included the vision of hell,

a plea for devotion to her Immaculate
Heart, and predictions about the
persecution of the Church and future
trials. These warnings were accompanied
by assurances of God’s mercy and
redemption for those who turned to
prayer and repentance.

The culmination of Mary’s
appearances occurred on October

, when thousands gathered at the

, |

In the quaint village of Knock, nestled
in County Mayo, Ireland, a miraculous
event unfolded on the rainy evening of
August , . The apparition occurred
at the south gable wall of the parish
church, where ifteen villagers—ranging
in age from ive to seventy- ive—
witnessed a heavenly vision that would
forever transform their lives and the
spiritual landscape of Ireland. Despite the
torrential rain, the igures appeared
bathed in radiant light, untouched by the
downpour, and the ground beneath them
remained inexplicably dry.

The vision included the Blessed Virgin
Mary, St. Joseph, and St. John the
Evangelist, along with a plain altar upon
which stood a Lamb and a cross,

Cova da Iria, seeking her presence. Whasurrounded by angels. Mary was clothed

unfolded became known as the “Miracle
of the Sun,” an extraordinary event
witnessed by believers and skeptics
alike. The sun appeared
to dance in the sky,
emitting vivid

colors and defying
natural phenomena,
leavingwitnesses
awestruk and
af irming the
reality of Mary’s
visitation.
Fatima’'s message
of faith, penance,

and devotion
| remains

in a brilliant white robe, adorned with a
golden crown, and her hands were raised
in prayer, her eyes lifted toward heaven.
St. Joseph stood to her right, his head
inclined in reverence, while St. John,
dressed in Mass vestments and wearing a
bishop’s miter, held a book and appeared
to be preaching. The Lamb of God on the
altar symbolized Christ’s sacri ice and
redemption, while the angels hovering
above added to the ethereal beauty of
the scene.

Unlike other Marian apparitions,
Our Lady of Knock did not speak. Her
silent presence conveyed a profound
message of peace, unity, and divine
reassurance to the Irish people, who were

11



enduring great hardship due to famine,
poverty, and political oppression. The silence
of the apparition allowed each witness to
' - interpret the vision in their own way,
: fostering a deeply personal connection
to the divine.
The witnesses, who included
Mary Byrne, Patrick Hill, and other
- villagers, stood or knelt in the rain
~ for nearly two hours, reciting the
- Rosary and marveling at the
~vision. Their accounts were
~ remarkably consistent, and the
~ apparition was later investigated
- and approved by the Church. The
- event sparked a wave of devotion,
“and Knock quickly became a
“pilgrimage site, drawing visitors
rom across Ireland and beyond.
~ Today, the Knock Shrine
" stands as a testament to the
enduring faith and resilience
of the Irish people. The site
includesa basilica, a museum,
and a prayer center, welcoming
pilgrims who seek solace, healing,
and spiritual renewal. The story
- of Our Lady of Knock continues
% .~ to inspire millions, reminding
. them of Mary’s maternal care and
~ her ability to bring hope and unity
to those in need.
O E S
A
One of the oldest and most
cherished Marian devotions, Our Lady
of the Snows, is tied to a miraculous event
that occurred in Rome in  A.D. During a
sweltering summer, a wealthy Roman couple,

John and his wife, prayed fervently to the
' Blessed Virgin Mary, asking her to reveal how
Our Lady Of they could use their fortune to honor her. Their
the SnOWS prayers were answered in a dream, where Mary
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instructed them to build a church in
her honor and promised to provide a
miraculous sign to indicate its location.

On the night of August , both the
couple and Pope Liberius experienced
the same dream. The following morning,
August , the people of Rome awoke to
an astonishing sight: snow had fallen on
Esquiline Hill, outlining the exact
dimensions of the future church. The
snowfall was miraculous not only
because it occurred during the height of
summer but also because it formed a
precise rectangular pattern, as if drawn
by divine hands.

Crowds gathered to witness the
phenomenon, and Pope Liberius staked
out the boundaries of the church before
the snow melted. The couple generously
funded the construction of the Basilica of
St. Mary Major, which was completed in

A.D. and later expanded by Pope
Sixtus lll. The basilica became a center of
Marian devotion, housing relics of Christ's
Crib and a revered image of the Madonna
and Child, believed to have been painted
by St. Luke.

The devotion to Our Lady of the
Snows symbolizes Mary’s purity and her
blessings, as numerous and varied as the
snowflakes that fell that August night.
The basilica remains one of the most
signi icant Marian shrines in the world,
drawing pilgrims who seek Mary’s
intercession and grace. Each year on
August , the Miracle of the Snow is
commemorated with a special celebration,
during which white petals are released
from the ceiling of the basilica, recreating
the miraculous snowfall.

The story of Our Lady of the Snows
serves as a powerful reminder of Mary’s
ability to intervene in human affairs,

offering guidance, hope, and blessings to
those who turn to her in faith. The Basilica
of St. Mary Major stands as a beacon of
devotion, inspiring countless believers to
honor Mary and seek her intercession in
their lives.

C MM
C T
M O

The Marian apparitions serve as
a testament to Mary’s unwavering
compassion and her ability to meet
humanity exactly where it is—embracing
cultural traditions, speaking in native
languages, and addressing the speci ic
challenges of the times. These miraculous
encounters reflect her universal love and
maternal care, offering hope, healing, and
renewal to all who seek her intercession.

For over two centuries, the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate have carried
forth Mary’s mission of love and service.
Their presence in many of the regions
blessed by Marian apparitions—including
Guadalupe, Lourdes, and Fatima—reflects
their dedication to meeting both spiritual
and physical needs. Through their
ministries, they have built churches,
fostered devotion, and brought vital
resources to underserved communities,
ensuring that Mary’s message of
compassion and faith is alive and thriving.

In the stories that follow, we will
explore how the Missionary Oblates
continue to work in some of these regions,
honoring Mary's example by bringing light
and hope to the world’s most vulnerable.
Their steadfast commitment ensures that
her legacy endures, inspiring faith and
transforming lives across generations
and continents.T

13
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Providing essentials with dignity, guided by grace

Our Lady of Guadalupei'
A Legacy of Faith and |
Service in Mexico

In , during a time of profound
cultural upheaval in Mexico, the Blessed
Virgin Mary appeared to Juan Diego, an
indigenous farmer, on Tepeyac Hill. Her
appearance was deeply symbolic—she
wore traditional Aztec attire, her features
reflected mestiza heritage, and she spoke
in Nahuatl, Juan Diego’s native language.
Mary’s request to build a church on
Tepeyac Hill honored the sacredness of
the site to indigenous culture while
fostering unity between the Spanish
colonizers and the native population. Her
miraculous image, imprinted on Juan
Diego’s tilma, became a powerful symbol
of hope, compassion, and cultural
integration. Today, the Basilica of
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Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City
stands as a global pilgrimage site,
drawing millions of faithful who seek her
intercession and grace.

This miraculous event not only
transformed the spiritual landscape of
Mexico but also laid the foundation for
centuries of devotion and service inspired
by Mary’s message. The Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate have
embraced this legacy, dedicating
themselves to serving the spiritual and
physical needs of communities in Mexico.
Their work, both past and present,
reflects the values embodied in Mary’s
apparition and continues to bring hope
and transformation to countless lives.

M O M
I AL
Se M

The Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate have built an enduring
legacy of service in Mexico, rooted in
their deep commitment to bringing
faith, compassion, and tangible support
to those living on the margins. For
decades, they have worked tirelessly in
regions plagued by poverty, social
inequality, and limited access to
resources. Their mission has always
been more than simply meeting
spiritual needs; it is about transforming
communities, providing hope, and
ensuring that no one is left behind.

P C
E C
B I

In Mexico’s Baja California region,
the Missionary Oblates established a
vital presence, focusing their efforts on
shantytowns and underserved areas.
Here, they served thousands of
parishioners struggling to make ends
meet, delivering both spiritual care and
practical aid. Recognizing the multi-
faceted needs of these communities, the
Missionary Oblates built modern
medical and dental clinics, ensuring
access to essential healthcare for
families who might otherwise go
without. Beyond addressing physical
health, they prioritized education and
job training, equipping individuals with
the tools they needed to break cycles of
poverty and create brighter futures.

Faith was always at the heart of
their mission. The Missionary Oblates
supported youth ministry and
catechesis programs that nurtured the
spiritual lives of children and teens.

These efforts created a foundation for a
lifetime of faith while fostering a sense
of community and belonging among
young people.

One especially impactful example of
their work is the San Eugenio Parish in
Tijuana. This parish provided spiritual
care and community support to a large
population spread across its region. It
encompassed multiple mission churches,
each operating as a hub of faith and
service, complete with its own ministries

Faith in action—repairing homes, uplifting lives

such as religious education programs
and youth groups. These mission
churches functioned as lifelines for
residents, offering not just prayer and
worship, but also practical support,
education, and opportunities for growth.

Through these efforts, the
Missionary Oblates left an indelible
mark on the communities they served.
They transformed lives by creating
spaces where faith could flourish and
where families could access the
resources needed for a better future.
C I °
C M

M T

Today, the Missionary Oblates’
mission in Mexico is as vital as ever.
In Tijuana, they minister in areas
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often overlooked by broader society
neighborhoods lacking basic
infrastructure like paved roads, potable
water, sanitation, or electricity. These
communities, often home to new
migrants, face immense challenges as
families settle in makeshift dwellings
along railroad tracks and other
precarious areas. The Missionary
Oblates respond with compassion and
action, providing support that goes
beyond immediate relief to lay the
groundwork for long-term change.
Healthcare remains a cornerstone
of their efforts, with modern clinics
offering medical and dental care to

Under God'’s sky, shaping hearts and minds

those who might otherwise have no
access. Education and youth programs
are equally important. Through
initiatives that focus on personal
growth and learning, the Missionary
Oblates empower young people to
build lives illed with promise and
opportunity. Their youth ministry
programs serve as beacons of hope,
guiding children and teens toward a
future anchored in faith and purpose.
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The Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate have built more than
churches and clinics in Mexico; they
have built a legacy of love, compassion,
and transformative change. Their
dedication to meeting both spiritual and
physical needs ensures that the most
vulnerable are never forgotten. Inspired
by Mary’s call for unity and compassion,
the Missionary Oblates bring light to
the darkest corners, creating
opportunities for renewal and growth in
communities too often left behind.

Through their ongoing efforts, the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
continue to live out the values at the
heart of Our Lady of Guadalupe’s
message. They remind us all that with
faith, dedication, and compassion, even
the most pressing challenges can be
met, and lives can be transformed.

AL H Se

The story of Our Lady of Guadalupe
is not just a miraculous moment in
history—it is a timeless testament to
unity, compassion, and faith. This
message, born on the slopes of Tepeyac
Hill, has continued to inspire and
transform lives for centuries. It is a
call to action, a reminder that love
and service can heal even the deepest
divides. Few have answered this call
with as much devotion and perseverance
as the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. Through their work, they
have brought Mary’s message to life,
embodying her maternal care and
unwavering dedication to the most
vulnerable among us.

The Missionary Oblates’ efforts in
Mexico are a living extension of

Our Lady'’s vision—a vision where no one
isforgotten, and everyone is treated with
dignity and compassion. Rooted in the
sacred values of faith and justice, their
mission is not limited to spiritual guidance
but extends to tackling the systemic
challenges that keep individuals and families
trapped in cycles of poverty. Through
decades of service, the Missionary Oblates
have transformed communities, building
both physical and spiritual sanctuaries

of hope.

Their work is guided by the enduring
presence of Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose
image continues to unite diverse cultures
and inspire devotion. By fostering this
connection, the Missionary Oblates ensure
that her message remains alive, resonating
with generations of faithful and extending
far beyond the boundaries of time and place.

The Missionary Oblates’ commitment to
meeting both spiritual and physical needs is
evident in every facet of their mission. In
neighborhoods where paved roads and
clean water are a distant dream, they have
brought tangible resources—modern clinics
for healthcare, opportunities for education,
and spaces for worship and reflection. In
communities scarred by displacement and
hardship, they have provided not just relief
but hope, reminding people that they are
seen, valued, and loved.

Yet their work is not just about
addressing today’s challenges—it is about
building a future that reflects the
compassion and unity Mary exempli ied. It
is about inspiring young people to embrace
faith and resilience, about strengthening
families and communities, and about
carrying Mary’s light to the farthest
corners of society. The Missionary Oblates
have proven, time and again, that small
acts of service can spark ripples of

' h meets action—bringing hope to the forgott
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transformation that change the course
of countless lives.

As they continue their sacred
mission, the Missionary Oblates ensure
that the story of Our Lady of Guadalupe
is not con ined to history books or
sacred art. It is alive in the hearts of
those they serve, in the joy of children
who ind education and hope, in the
strength of families who rebuild their
lives with dignity, and in the enduring
faith of communities that once felt
forgotten. Through their work, the
Missionary Oblates do more than
honor Mary’s message—they magnify
it, ensuring that her legacy of love
and service shines brightly for
generationsto come.

Each Marian apparition speaks a
universal truth through a profoundly
personal lens—meeting people in their
language, their landscape, and their
need. Among these sacred encounters,
Lourdes, France, holds a unique and
cherished place in the tapestry of divine
grace. It is here, through the quiet
humility of a young girl named
Bernadette and the loving presence
of a Mother clothed in white, that
heaven reached down to touch the
earth. And it is here, in , that
Fr. David Uribe, OMI, Oblate Chaplain
Director, embarked on a profound
pilgrimage—a spiritual odyssey to walk
in Mary'’s footsteps and offer prayers for
the intentions of those he serves with
unwavering devotion.

This journey was not his alone. It
was woven together with the hopes,
struggles, and aspirations of countless
faithful who had entrusted their deepest
prayers to be lifted at the Grotto of
Massabielle. Their intentions—prayers
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for healing, reconciliation, renewed

faith, and peace—echoed in Fr. David’'s
heart as he knelt before the sacred site
where Mary appeared to Bernadette.
The Grotto, bathed in candlelight and
shrouded in an aura of peace, became a
meeting place of heaven and earth,
where the cries of the world’s suffering
were met with Mary’s maternal embrace.

For Fr. David, Lourdes was not
merely a destination; it was a sacred
encounter that brought to life Mary’s
enduring message of penance, prayer,
and personal transformation. Reflecting
on the pilgrimage, he shared, “Standing
here, where Mary spoke to Bernadette in
the dialect of her people, | am reminded
of how Mary speaks to each of us in the
language of our hearts. Her message is
one of unity, a call to open ourselves to
God'’s grace and to one another.”

This year, the pilgrimage carried
special meaning, as the world
continued its collective journey toward
healing, understanding, and unity.
Lourdes, a sanctuary for the weary and
broken-hearted, remained a beacon of
hope and conversion. During his time
there, Fr. David participated in
profound acts of devotion: kneeling in
silent prayer, joining the candlelit
processions that illuminated the night,
celebrating Mass with pilgrims from
every corner of the globe, and walking
hand in hand with those who traveled
great distances—many burdened by
iliness, grief, or despair—to seek
Mary’s intercession.

Amid these sacred moments,

Fr. David found himself not only as
a pilgrim but as a servant, walking
alongside others in their vulnerability
and faith. The very essence of his

mission as a Missionary Oblate of
Mary Immaculate became even clearer.
“Lourdes is not just a place of miracles,”
he reflected, “but a place of encounter.
It reminds us that we are called to meet

people where they are, just as Mary met

Bernadette. God’s grace often comes
not in thunderous proclamations, but
in whispers, in humble places, and in
the faith of the poor.”

The pilgrimage was a journey
through time, binding the past with the
present and the personal with the
universal. Through his prayers at the
Grotto, Fr. David stood in solidarity with
the millions who had found solace in
Lourdes over the years. This pilgrimage
reaf irmed the Oblates’ mission to carry
Mary’s light into the most forgotten and
forsaken corners of the world. It was a
renewal of purpose—not just for
Fr. David, but for all those who walk
alongside the Missionary Oblates in
prayer, generosity, and faith.

As Fr. David lit candles for those
who could not be present, he felt a
profound connection to the global
spiritual family bound together by
Mary’s maternal love. The flickering
flames, delicate yet steadfast,
symbolized the resilience of hope and
the enduring promise of God'’s
presence. In that sacred moment,

Fr. David marveled at the mystery of
Mary’s love—a love that transcends
borders, time, and distance. “She comes
to us again and again,” he said,
“reminding us that God is near. That is
the heart of our mission—to be near, to
be present, and to bring healing and
hope wherever we are sent.”

Father David’s pilgrimage to Lourde
was not only an act of personal

Bringing the hopes of mal

devotion but also a living testament to
the transformative power of faith. It
was a journey that began with Mary’s
gentle invitation and culminated in a
renewed commitment to the mission of
love, compassion, and service. And as
he returned to his community, carrying
the light of Lourdes within him,

Fr. David carried a renewed hope—a
hope that, through Mary’s intercession,
all might come to know the nearness
of God. T
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Growing in Faith,
Growing Together:
How the Oblate

~ \ * Academy is Shaping

In April , during a time of
unprecedented global uncertainty, a
small but profound idea took root—a
response to the challenges posed by a
rapidly changing world. This idea, born
from the desire to
provide spiritual
guidance and
connection,
blossomed into the
Oblate Academy.
What began as a
modest initiative has
evolved into a
flourishing ministry
that continues to
inspire andnurture
familiesacross the
nation. With
unwavering
commitment to the
Catholic faith, the
Academy hadecome
a beaca of hope and spiritual
enrichment, offering a sense of
stability and community amidst the
shifting tides of modern life.

The Oblate Academy was created
with a clear and heartfelt mission: to
help families maintain and deepen their
connection to their Catholic faith. At a
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A summer of learning, a lifetime of spiritual growth .

the Next Generation

time when routines were disrupted and
physical gatherings were limited, the
Academy stepped in as a source of
comfort and continuity. Its focuson
young children, ranging from ages to

, reflects a deep
understanding of the
importance of
nurturing faith from
an early age. Through
thoughtfully curated
monthly collections,
the Academy delivers
spiritual lessons that
are both engaging
and accessible. Each
collection is centered
around a saint and a
virtue, bringing these
elements to life
through colorful
storytelling,
interactive activities,
heartfelt prayers, and practical ways for
families to integrate faith into their
daily lives.

The Academy'’s approach emphasizes
the joy and beauty of the Catholic faith.
By presenting religious teachings in a
way that resonates with young minds,
the Academy fosters a genuine love for

God and an eagerness to grow closer to Him. Parents, too, -ifié
value in the materials, as they provide a framework for guidﬁ‘]g
their children’s spiritual journey while strengthening theilown
roles as faith leaders within their households. _

In its ifth year of operation, the Oblate Academy continues
to expand its reach and offerings. Recognizing the importance
of year-round spiritual growth, the Academy recently
introduced a special summer edition. This new initiative
ensures that children can remain connected to their faith even
during the summer months, when school is out and routines
often shift. The summer program has been met with
enthusiasm by families seeking meaningful ways to keep
Christ at the center of their children’s lives throughout the
year. By encouraging consistent engagement with faith, the
Academy helps families avoid spiritual stagnation during
transitional times.

To better serve its ever-growing community, the Oblate
Academy is undertaking another exciting development—a
dedicated website designed to be a vibrant digital hub for
families. This platform promises to enhance accessibility and
engagement by offering a wide array of resources, including
monthly lessons, faith-based activities, prayers, and
educational content such as teachings about the Order of the
Mass. Beyond its role as a resource library, the website will
create opportunities forparents to connect, share experiences,
and support one another in their vocation as the irst teachers
of faith. By fostering a sense of community among families,
the Academy ampli ies its impact and creates a supportive
network for those committed to raising children in the
Catholic tradition.

The growth of the Oblate Academy is a
testament to its profound impact on the
lives of children and families. Its outreach
continues to expand, reaching more homes
and more hearts with each passing year.
The Academy’s programs gently guide
children closer to God, planting seeds of
faith that promise to flourish for
generations. Every story read, every
prayer whispered, and

Sign Up for
Oblate
Aca demy

Forw e,

Faith formation anywhere—
virtual connection, eternal g
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every activity completed serves as a step in this sacred endeavor. They recognize

forward in a child’s spiritual journey.
Parents, too, ind joy and inspiration in
witnessing their children embrace the
faith with enthusiasm and sincerity.
The Missionary Oblates, who

oversee and support the Academy,
express deep gratitude for the
opportunity to walk alongside families

.
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the signi icance of their role in shaping
the spiritual lives of the next generation
and remain dedicated to their mission

of making faith accessible, joyful, and
impactful. Through the Oblate Academy,
the Oblatesare not only nurturing
individual growth but also
strengthening the fabric of Catholic

Guiding minds, shaping faith—
one lesson at a time.

communities across the country.

As the Oblate Academy looks to the
future, its vision remains steadfast. It
aspires to continue growing in scope
and spirit, reaching more families and
inspiring a deeper love for God in the
hearts of children. With creativity,
dedication, and faith, the Academy is
shaping the next generation—helping
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children grow in faith, families grow
together, and communities grow stronger.

Provided here are sample lesson
plans from the Oblate Academy,
designed to support and inspire
effective teaching strategies. These
plans offer a glimpse into the academy’s
approach to education’t
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reflection, Oblate Studio aims to create
content that empowers individuals to
grow closer to God and embrace their
role in the Church’s mission.

This season of envisioning and
preparation is not without its
challenges, but it is de ined by an
unwavering spirit of hope and
determination. The team at Oblate
Studio is united by a shared desire to
move from vision to action, bringing
their dreams to fruition in ways that
honor God and serve the greater good.
Each idea, carefully nurtured and
developed, holds the potential to
become a vibrant ministry—a beacon
of light in a world often in need of
spiritual connection and renewal.

The Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate extend their deepest
gratitude to all who have offered
prayers and support during this pivotal
time. Your encouragement sustains
their efforts and reminds them that
they do not journey alone. As Oblate
Studio charts its course forward, the
Missionary Oblates invite you to walk

with
them,
united
in faith
and
purpose.
Together,
with hearts
open to the
possibilities of
grace and
innovation, we
look ahead with
hope and anticipation. With God
as our guide, we are ready to
create, to serve, and to proclaim
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His love in ways that speak to the
hearts of a digital age.
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As Oblate Studio sets its sights
on a future illed with promise, a
meaningful milestone recently
unfolded that captures the very spirit
of this new season: the studio’s irst
intra-organizational collaborative
recording project. What began as a
creative vision for a single animation
session blossomed into a harmonious
expression of unity, faith, and
cultural richness—further revealing
the transformative potential of
digital ministry.

The project emerged from the
200th anniversary celebration of the
approbation of the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate Constitutions
and Rules. In honor of this historic
moment, monthly online animation
sessions have been organized
throughout the year. The Blessed
Mario Borzaga Formation House was
entrusted with leading the February
session, and within that responsibility
came an opportunity to innovate.

Brother Pablo Henning, OMI, led
the initiative, which included the
creation of a reflective video to close
the session. It was more than a visual
conclusion—it was an invitation to
connect with the heart of the
formation community. With great
intention, a group of brothers
collaborated to arrange and record a
multilingual version of a beloved hymn,
incorporating the diverse languages
spoken within the Borzaga community.

This musical piece would serve as both
a spiritual reflection and a celebration
of the international brotherhood that
de ines the Oblate identity.

The project took life in the studio,
as the brothers gathered—some for
the irst time ever in a professional
recording environment. There was a
sense of excitement and reverence in
the air as they practiced, rehearsed, and
ultimately recorded the hymn. Though
the multilingual version was unfamiliar
to most, their collective determination
and joy made the learning process
smooth and meaningful.

Instrumental to the project’s success
was Roger Brooks, Oblate Studio’s
recording engineer, whose technical
guidance and patient spirit empowered
the brothers to bring their vision to life.
His support exempli ied the studio’s
mission to be a resource and catalyst
for mission-driven creativity. What
resulted was more than just a song—it
was a sacred moment of collaboration,
a sonic reflection of unity in diversity,
and a irst step into a broader world
of possibilities.

This irst studio venture has
already begun to bear fruit.

Many of the participating
brothers left with a renewed
sense of excitement, carrying
fresh ideas and hopes for future
projects that could extend the
reach and impact of the

Oblate mission.

In this experience,
the promise of Oblate
Studio is made
manifest—not only

Brother Pablo—serving with
faith, leading with humility

Strengthening faith, deepening service at the
Mario Borzaga Formation House

as a center for production but as a
sanctuary for creativity, collaboration,
and spiritual renewal. As the journey
continues, the Missionary Oblates
are reminded that innovation, when
grounded in mission and inspired
by community, can indeed be an
expression of God’s love in motion.
Together, with your continued
prayers and support, we look
forward to more moments like
this—where faith meets creativity,
and where every voice lifted
in song becomes part of
a larger symphony of
evangelization
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Brother Stancovich with the catechist Mr. Washington Chipuya, andlyhehiidhood in Magoye, Zambia

completing the year-long program. The
next stage of formation required him to
move to San Antonio, Texas. The move
was initially challenging, especially
during the COVID- pandemic, but
he embraced it with gratitude, viewing
it as an opportunity for growth and
new experiences.

In San Antonio, Bro. Stancovich
engages in various pastoral ministries,
including working with St. Vincent de

Paul Bistro to feed the poor and homeless,

teaching religious education, and
participating in an internship in California

A TeStament tO Falth and Dedication:thiscurrentyear.AII of these formative
Brother Stancovich Simukonda

Brother Stancovich Simukonda’s
journey with the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate is a compelling story
of faith, dedication, and perseverance.
Born in Zambia, Brother Stancovich grew
up in a large Catholic family with seven
siblings. His early life was immersed in
faith, attending church regularly with his
mother and participating actively as an
altar server in a Jesuit parish.

Al F
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Brother Stancovich's faith deepened
when he moved to live with his sister in
a di erent town during his eighth grade.
The change required him to adapt to a
new language and environment, which
he found challenging. Despite these
di culties, he sought solace in church
activities and eventually joined the altar
servers. His participation in the Outreach
Youth Outreach (OYO) program in
Zambia further solidi ed his desire to join
the Oblates. Inspired by the missionaries
and scholastics he met; he felt a calling
to serve God more profoundly. In
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, after years of communication and
discernment, he joined the pre-novitiate
outside of Lusaka, Zambia.

A R L

Adjusting to the pre-novitiate
life was initially challenging for
Bro. Stancovich. Getting used to the rules
and communal lifestyle was a signi cant
shift from his previous independence.
However, the experience taught him
patience, the importance of listening,
and the value of diverse perspectives.
Over time, he bonded with his peers,
growing to love and support one
another. “The pre-novitiate was one of
the best moments for me because | was
coming from the outside world, and the
formators were really patient with us,”
he shared. The hospitality and closeness
of the Oblates left a lasting impression
on him.

M w
F
Brother Stancovich’s journey took
him to South Africa for his novitiate,
where he took his rst vows after

experiences enrich his pastoral skills and
prepare him for future ministries.

Brother Stancovich’s commitment to
his pastoral duties is evident in the way he

that while there are cultural di erences,
common elements such as community,
prayer, and shared meals help bridge
the gap. He shared a touching story
about his family: “My mother is very
supportive. Even now, she asks me to
call her when | get home safely. It's part
of our culture, and it shows how much
she cares.” This support has been vital
for Brother Stancovich, especially when
facing challenges. “Having the support
of my family has been crucial,” he added.
“It reminds me of the importance of
community and connection.”

Brother Stancovich also emphasized
the role of his fellow Oblates in his
formation. “The sense of brotherhood

approaches each task with compassion and

dedication. “Working with the poor and

homeless at St. Vincent de Paul Bistro has

been a humbling experience,” he shared.
“It has taught me the value of service
and the importance of seeing Christ in
everyone we meet.” His role in teaching
religious education has also been a source
of joy and ful liment. “Teaching the young
minds about faith and guiding them
in their spiritual journey is something
| cherish deeply,” he added. He also
mentioned that his internship in California
has exposed him to diverse pastoral
settings, further enriching his formation.
P R
F F

Re ecting on his journey,
Bro. Stancovichexpressed gratitude
for the diverse experiences and lessons
learned. “The Oblate culture really
binds us, giving us an identity in the
community,” he explained. He highlighted
the importance of cultural integration
within the Oblate community, noting

Brother Stancovich’s smile reflects the joy and grace of our
shared faith

among the Oblates is something truly
special,” he noted. “We support each other,
learn from each other, and grow together

in our faith journey.”

F A

Looking ahead, Bro. Stancovich
aspires to work in formation, helping
other young men who join the Oblates.
He credits the formators who guided
him through his journey, teaching him
patience and providing support. “I've seen
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Brother Stancovich offering Communion, a moment of grace

and unity in faith

my growth from the time | joined, and |
want to help others in the same way,” he
said. He also hopes to engage in parish
ministry but remains open to where the
congregation needs him most.

Brother Stancovich’s passion for
formation is driven by his desire to give
back to the community that has shaped
him. “The Oblate community has given
me so much, and | want to contribute
to its growth by helping others on their
spiritual journey,” he said. “It's about
nurturing vocations and helping others
nd their path.” He also envisions a future
where he can use his pastoral experience
to make a meaningful impact in the
lives of those he serves. “Whether it's in
a parish or any other ministry, | want to
bring hope and healing to those in need,”
he added.

AC S
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Brother Stancovich's story is a
powerful reminder of the vital role that
individuals in formation play in the
work of the Church. His contributions,
even in formation, are already making
a signi cant di erence. As we continue
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to support his journey and
the work of other Missionary
Oblates, we ask for your
ongoing prayers and support.
Your contributions help ensure
that young men like Brother
Stancovich can continue their
formation and bring hope to
communities around the world.
Supporting the Missionary
Oblates is not just about
nancial contributions; it's
about being part of a larger
mission to spread Christ’s love
and hope. “Every prayer, every
act of kindness, every gesture of support
matters,” Brother Stancovich said.
“Together, we can make a di erence in
the world.”

G B

We extend our deepest gratitude to
all who support the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate and the work of our
seminarians and brothers in formation.
Your generosity makes it possible for us to
continue serving those most in need and
to nurture the next generation of Oblates.
“Your support is a beacon of hope for
us,” Brother Stancovich concluded.
“Thank you for being part of our journey
and for helping us bring Christ’s love to
the world.”

In the words of Bro. Stancovich,
“The journey of faith is not one we walk
alone. It's a path we travel together,
supported by our community, our
family, and our faith in God.” His story
is a testament to the power of faith, the
strength of community, and the impact
of dedicated service. Let us continue to
walk this journey together, united in
our mission to spread hope and love
to the world.

Support the

Missionary Oblates

Through Your

Donor-Advised Fund

1. Contribute

Open an account and
make an irrevocable,
tax-deductible contributio
of cash, appreciated asse
or other investments at a
AQDQFLDO LQV
as Fidelity Charitable or
Schwab Charitable.

2. Invest

The donor may
advise the investment
allocation of the donated
assets—any investment
growth is tax-free.

3. Grants
Recommend grants
WR TXDOLAHG SXEOLF
charities like the Oblate
Missionary Society, Inc.

A donor-advised fund is a simple,
flexible and tax-advantaged way you
can make charitable donations, so you
make the biggest impact. You can
quickly andeasily designate a grant from
your donor-advisedfund to the Oblate
Missionary Society, Inc. (our legal title)
through your inancial institution (such as

Vlidlgl}gy Charitable or Schwab Charitable).

You can locate our organization by using
our Tax ID # 6-6

A donor-advised fund is like a charitable
investment account, for the sole purpose of
supporting charitable organizations that
help people in need, like the Oblate
Missionary Society.

Donor-advised funds are very
popular and are the fastest growing
charitable giving vehicle in the United
States because they are one of the easiest
and most tax-advantageous ways to give
to charity.

If you have any questions about how to
give from yourDonor-Advised Fund,
please contacDiane Greenat the
Of ice of Charitable and Planned Giving
ate-8ee -» -6¢6- for a con idential
discussion. You can also email any questions
to charitablegifts@oblatesusa.org.
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