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WHEN NO ONE SEES THE PAIN

Every step felt like a knife cutting through his skin. Beneath his shoes, open wounds bled as Angel slowly made his way through the
streets of Tijuana, trying to hide a pain that no one seemed to notice.

Angel Ramirez Gonzalez is 73 years old, and for a long time, he suffered alone. No one knew that within his shoes were feet with
severe open wounds. What had started as circulation problems gradually developed into deep venous ulcers on both feet. The pain
was constant. The infection continued to worsen. Without health insurance, formal employment, or the means to pay for private
medical care, all he could do was endure it.

As the months passed, the pain became unbearable. Angel tried everything he could. At one point, someone even suggested that a
cream intended for animals might help. When options are limited and suffering is constant, even the smallest possibility can feel
worth trying.

But the human body has limits. And wounds do too.

Had his condition gone untreated much longer, the outcome could have been devastating. The
possibility of losing both feet was very real.

Angel was not always alone. At the age of twenty, he crossed the border in search of a better future.
He worked hard, built a family, and helped raise his daughter for many years. But time and
circumstances changed the course of his life. In 2010, he was deported and returned to Tijuana at
the age of fifty-seven with no family nearby, no savings, and nowhere to stay. Starting over at that
age is difficult under any circumstances. Over time, occasional informal jobs became his only source
of income, and eventually his declining health left him even more isolated.

Everything changed the day someone chose to stop and pay attention.

Members of the Social Outreach team, whose mission is to assist the most vulnerable members of
the community, noticed him struggling to walk and decided not to simply pass by. They approached
him, spoke with him, and accompanied him home. What they discovered there revealed the
seriousness of his condition. Without hesitation, they contacted the Health Ministry team.

After evaluating Angel, the medical team diagnosed advanced venous ulcers and immediately
began providing daily wound care. The treatments are painful, but they are necessary. Day after
day, nurses cleaned and dressed the wounds, helping prevent further infection and encouraging
healing. Slowly, signs of improvement began to appear. With consistent care, there is hope that the
wounds may fully heal in the coming months. However, recovery requires more than medical
treatment. It requires supplies, time, dedication, and people willing to walk alongside him.
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L \‘}‘5; As the treatment continued, another concern became impossible to ignore. The roof of Angel's
i home was severely damaged, allowing water to leak through multiple areas of the house. Moisture
and poor living conditions threatened to compromise his recovery. For that reason, the Roofs
Program also stepped in to evaluate the home and begin planning the necessary repairs. Healing a
person means more than treating visible wounds; it means caring for the environment in which that
person lives.

The Health Program is made up of doctors, nurses, and physical therapists who work alongside the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate to provide free medical care to the community. In 2025
alone, the program served more than 4,000 people through medical consultations, outreach visits,
and health initiatives. Every patient represents a reminder that access to care can mean the
difference between suffering alone and finding hope.
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Saint Eugene de Mazenod taught that human dignity comes first. Before speaking
about faith, we must help heal. Before inviting someone to encounter God, we must
first accompany them in their suffering. With Angel, the mission began with his feet
and continues in his home. When dignity is restored, hearts begin to open, and little by
little, faith finds room to grow.

A few weeks ago, Angel was invited to attend the parish Senior Citizens Breakfast
Program. For the first time in a very long while, he shared a meal surrounded by
others. He laughed, listened to stories, danced, and experienced something he had
deeply missed for years: belonging to a community.

There he was not a patient with a diagnosis.
He was a man with a story, with dignity, with dreams, and with a place among others.

But God was not finished working in his life.

From June 12-14, Angel participated in Search #15, an experience that touched his
heart in a profound way and helped him reconnect with his faith after many years of
distance. Through prayer, friendship, and community, he rediscovered a relationship
with God that had long seemed out of reach.

This is the mission we strive to live every day, and Angel's story is
not unique. Throughout our neighborhoods, there are countless
people carrying pain in silence.

What changes their lives is not luck.

It is presence.

It is someone choosing to notice.

Someone choosing to stop.

Someone choosing not to walk away.

Today, the presence that helped change Angel's story is possible
because of people who believe in this mission. Every medical visit,
every wound treatment, every roof repair, and every shared
breakfast exists because someone chose to support this work.
Continuing to accompany people like Angel depends on more

hearts joining this mission. Because in our communities, there are
still wounds that have not yet been seen.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MISSION AT:

3 )

-’
-

https://missionwithyouth.org/



https://missionwithyouth.org/testimony/
https://missionwithyouth.org/testimony/
https://missionwithyouth.org/

BAJA CALIFORNIA -MISSION-

TIJUANA: FERTILE GROUND FOR VOCATIONS

At a time when many young people are searching for answers in a world filled with noise, uncertainty, and seemingly easier paths,
something extraordinary is happening in Tijuana.

Within a single parish community, dozens of young men have begun asking a question that has the power to change an entire life:
What if God is calling me?

Today, eight young men are preparing to begin a new stage of formation with the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Tijuana.
Raul Martinez, Alejandro Valverde, and Jorge Torres will begin their journey as prenovices this August, while Diego Ledn, Damian de
la Cruz, Antonio Izquierdo, Cristian Rivera, and Alex Leal will continue their formation as prenovices.

But they are not alone.

Further along the vocational journey are Carlos Martinez, Luis
Gonzalez, and Lester Antonio, who are currently studying at the
Oblate Scholasticate in Texas, while Victor Izquierdo, Julian
Cruz, and Deacon Floriberto Gonzalez continue their formation
in Mexico, Fulgencio Ochoa is also advancing in his vocational
journey as he begins his theology studies in Rome.

Fifteen young men. Fifteen stories. Fifteen unique responses to
the same invitation.

And naturally, one question arises:
What is happening in Tijuana?

The answer is not found in a recruitment campaign or a strategy
developed in an office. The answer is found in a community that
has spent years believing in its young people.

Behind every vocation are countless hours of accompaniment,
authentic friendships, committed mentors, opportunities for
service, and a parish that has refused to settle for simply filling
pews on Sunday mornings. Instead, it has chosen to invest in
the lives of young people and challenge them to discover who
God is calling them to become.

The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate have dedicated themselves to something that truly transforms lives: walking alongside
young people, listening to them, forming them, and inviting them to discover that they were created for something greater than
themselves.

One of the most important parts of this story has been the Search Movement. For years, Search has provided a place where

thousands of young people have found community, purpose, and a personal encounter with Christ. It has become a space where
many first discover that God is not a distant idea but a living presence who continues to call people today.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MISSION AT:
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What began as a retreat experience for a small group of young people gradually became a school of leadership, discipleship, and
service that has shaped entire generations.

Many of the young men now discerning religious life first learned to serve through this community. They learned to prepare meals,
lead activities, accompany other young people, organize parish events, and place their gifts at the service of others. Before
considering priesthood or religious life, they first learned what it means to be disciples.
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Another important part of this journey is the Affiliate Program, a discernment initiative designed to help young people discover
God's plan for their lives. Through formation, missionary experiences, testimonies, service opportunities, and close interaction with

the Oblates, participants are invited to explore the possibility of priesthood, religious life, or committed lay vocation with freedom,
maturity, and prayerful reflection.

Today, nearly thirty young people actively participate in this discernment process. The goal is not to produce priests or religious. The
goal is to help each young person discover his or her vocation. Yet when a community creates spaces where young people can truly
listen to God's voice, vocations naturally begin to flourish.

What is happening in Tijuana is the fruit of years of faithful and often unseen work. It is the result of a parish that chose to invest in
its young people long before any visible results appeared. It is the result of leaders who dedicated their time to forming future
leaders, and of priests who opened their lives to accompany new generations on their journey of faith.

Each of these fifteen young men represents far more than an individual vocation. They represent the hope of a vibrant Church. They
are a reminder that God continues to call and that generous hearts continue to respond. They are also a testament to a community
that understands one simple truth: one of the greatest investments we can make is believing in our young people.

Because when a parish accompanies, forms, and loves its youth, vocations cease to be the exception.

They become abundant fruit.

FIND US HERE!
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Cada paso era una punzada. En sus piernas, las heridas abiertas sangraban mientras Angel avanzaba lentamente por las calles de
Tijuana, intentando ocultar un dolor que nadie parecia notar.

Angel Ramirez Gonzalez tiene 73 afios y durante mucho tiempo, también sufri solo. Nadie sabia que debajo de sus zapatos habia
heridas abiertas. Ulceras profundas que habian comenzado como pequefios sintomas de mala circulacién y terminaron
convirtiéndose en heridas vivas en ambos pies. El dolor era constante. La infeccion avanzaba. Sin seguro social, sin trabajo formal y
sin dinero para una clinica privada, lo Unico que podia hacer era aguantar.

Con el paso del tiempo, el dolor se volvié demasiado intenso y Angel Intenté todo lo que estaba a su alcance. Alguien incluso le dijo
que una crema para animales podria ayudar y cuando no hay opciones, cualquier esperanza parece valer la pena intentarla.
Pero el cuerpo tiene limites. Y las heridas también.

Si no se hubieran detectado a tiempo, lo mas probable es que el desenlace hubiera sido irreversible.
La posibilidad de perder ambos pies era real.

Angel no siempre estuvo solo. A los 20 afios cruzé la frontera buscando un futuro mejor. Trabajo,
formo una familia, crio a su hija durante afos. Pero el tiempo y las circunstancias cambiaron su
historia. Fue deportado en 2010. Regresé a Tijuana con 57 afios, sin familiares, sin ahorros, sin un
lugar donde dormir. Empezar de nuevo a esa edad no es facil. Con el paso de los ainos, los trabajos
informales fueron lo Unico posible. Y ahora, la enfermedad termind por aislarlo aiin mas.

Todo cambié el dia que alguien decidio detenerse.

Las agentes de Pastoral Social, quienes se dedican a la asistencia de los mas vulnerables, lo vieron
por la calle caminando con dificultad y no siguieron de largo. Se acercaron. Lo acompaiaron a su
casa. Y ahi descubrieron la gravedad de lo que estaba ocurriendo. No dudaron en llamar al equipo
de salud.

El equipo de Salud detecto que él tenia ulceras venosas en mal estado y comenzo a visitarlo
diariamente para limpiezas, las curaciones son dolorosas, pero necesarias. Poco a poco, las heridas
han empezado a mostrar senales de recuperacidon. Con el cuidado adecuado, podrian cerrar en
algunos meses. Pero esto requiere constancia, insumos, tiempo y acompafiamiento.

Mientras avanzaban las curaciones, quedoé claro que la herida no era lo Unico vulnerable. El techo
de su casa no sirve y el agua se filtra por varios puntos. Por eso, el equipo de Techos también
intervino, evaluando la vivienda para evitar que la humedad comprometiera su recuperacion.
Porque sanar a una persona no es solo tratar la herida visible; es cuidar el entorno

El programa de salud lo comprenden doctores, enfermeros y fisioterapeutas que trabajan con los
Misioneros Oblatos de Maria Inmaculada para brindar de manera gratuita este servicio a la
comunidad. Ellos en 2025 atendieron mas 4mil casos entre consultas, jornadas médicas y visiteos.

San Eugenio de Mazenod nos enseiié que primero esta la dignidad humana. Antes de hablar de fe,
hay que sanar. Antes de invitar a Dios, hay que sostener al hermano. Con Angel, la misién comenzé
por sus pies y continGla en su casa; porque cuando la dignidad se restituye, el corazon también
empieza a abrirse. Y ahi, poco a poco, la fe encuentra espacio para crecer.

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION
SOBRE NUESTRA MISION, VISITE:

https://missionwithyouth.org/
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Hace apenas unas semanas, Angel fue invitado al Comedor de Abuelitos de la
parroquia. Por primera vez en mucho tiempo, desayuné acompariado. Compartio la
mesa con otras personas, escucho risas, baild y volvié a experimentar algo que habia
extrafiado durante afios: sentirse parte de una comunidad.

Alli no era un paciente, ni un diagndstico. Era un hombre con una historia, con
dignidad, con sueiios y con un lugar entre los demas.

Pero Dios alin tenia algo mas preparado para él.

Del 12 al 14 de junio, Angel participé en Search #15, una experiencia que tocé
profundamente su corazén y que, después de muchos afios de distancia, lo llevé a
reencontrarse con la fe y volver a creer en Dios.

Eso es lo que buscamos como misién y su historia no es tnica. En
nuestras colonias hay muchas personas que cargan dolor en
silencio.

Lo que cambia su destino no es la suerte.

Es la presencia.
A veces, todo comienza cuando alguien decide no seguir de largo.

Hoy, esa presencia que cambié la historia de Angel es posible
gracias a quienes creen en esta mision. Cada visita médica, cada
curacion, la reconstruccion de su techo y cada desayuno
compartido en el comedor de Abuelitos existen porque alguien
decidio sostener esta obra.

Seguir acompafiando a personas como Angel depende de que
mas corazones se sumen. Porque en nuestras colonias todavia
hay heridas que no han sido vistas.

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION o,
SOBRE NUESTRA MISION, VISITE:
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TIJUANA, TIERRA FERTIL DE VOCACIONES

En una época en la que muchos jovenes buscan respuestas en un mundo lleno de ruido, incertidumbre y caminos aparentemente
mas faciles, algo extraordinario esta sucediendo en Tijuana.

En una sola comunidad parroquial, decenas de jévenes han comenzado hacerse una pregunta que puede cambiar una vida entera:
¢Y si Dios me esta llamando?

Hoy, ocho jovenes se preparan para iniciar una nueva etapa de formacidn en el pre-noviciado de los Misioneros Oblatos de Maria
Inmaculada en Tijuana. Raul Martinez, Alejandro Valverde y Jorge Torres comenzaran su camino este préximo agosto. Diego Leodn,
Damian de la Cruz, Antonio Izquierdo, Cristian Rivera y Alex Leal continuaran su proceso como pre-novicios.

Pero ellos no estan solos.

Mas adelante en el camino vocacional se encuentran Carlos
Martinez, Luis Gonzalez y Lester Antonio, quienes realizan sus
estudios en el Escolasticado de Texas, Estados Unidos, mientras
gue en México contintian su formacidn Victor Izquierdo, Julian
Cruzy el diacono Floriberto Gonzalez. Ademas de eso en Roma,
Fulgencio Ochoa avanza también en su proceso vocacional.

Quince jovenes. Quince historias. Quince respuestas distintas a
una misma invitacion. Y la pregunta surge inevitablemente:
¢Qué esta pasando en Tijuana?

La respuesta no se encuentra en una campaia vocacional, ni en
una estrategia disenada en una oficina. La respuesta esta en
una comunidad que durante afios ha decidido creer en sus
jovenes.

Detras de cada vocacion hay cientos de horas de
acompafiamiento, amistades sinceras, lideres comprometidos,
experiencias de servicio y una parroquia que se ha negado a
conformarse con que los jovenes simplemente ocupen un lugar
en una banca los domingos.

Los Misioneros Oblatos de Maria Inmaculada han apostado por algo que transforma vidas: caminar junto a los jovenes,
escucharlos, formarlos y desafiarlos a descubrir que fueron creados para algo mas grande que ellos mismos.

Un papel fundamental en esta historia lo ha tenido el Movimiento Search. Durante afios, Search ha sido un espacio donde miles de
jovenes han encontrado comunidad, propdsito y una experiencia profunda de encuentro con Cristo. Alli muchos han descubierto
por primera vez que Dios no es una idea lejana, sino una presencia viva que sigue llamando.

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION
SOBRE NUESTRA MISION, VISITE:

https://missionwithyouth.org/
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Lo que comenz6 como un retiro para algunos termind convirtiéndose en una escuela de liderazgo, discipulado y servicio para
generaciones enteras de jovenes.

Muchos de los que hoy se preparan para la vida religiosa dieron sus primeros pasos en esa comunidad. Aprendieron a servir en una
cocina, a dirigir una dinamica, a acompaiar a otro joven, a organizar una actividad parroquial o simplemente a poner sus talentos al
servicio de los demas. Antes de pensar en ser sacerdotes o religiosos, aprendieron a ser discipulos.
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A este esfuerzo se suma el Programa de Afiliacidn, una iniciativa de discernimiento que busca ayudar a los jovenes a descubrir el
proyecto que Dios tiene para sus vidas. A través de formacion, experiencias misioneras, testimonios, servicio y convivencia cercana
con los Oblatos, los jovenes son invitados a explorar con libertad y madurez la posibilidad del sacerdocio, la vida religiosa o el
compromiso laical.

Actualmente cerca de treinta jovenes participan activamente en este proceso de discernimiento. La meta no es producir sacerdotes,
la meta es ayudar a cada joven a descubrir su vocacion. Y, sin embargo, cuando una comunidad crea espacios donde los jovenes
pueden escuchar la voz de Dios, las vocaciones florecen naturalmente.

Lo que esta ocurriendo en Tijuana es el fruto de afios de trabajo silencioso. Es el resultado de una parroquia que decidié invertir en
sus jovenes cuando nadie veia resultados inmediatos. Es la consecuencia de lideres que dedicaron tiempo a formar a otros lideres.
Es el fruto de sacerdotes que abrieron las puertas de sus vidas para acompaiiar a nuevas generaciones.

Cada uno de estos quince jovenes representa mucho mas que una vocacion individual., representan la esperanza de una Iglesia
viva, representan el testimonio de que Dios sigue llamando y representan una comunidad que ha entendido que la mejor inversion
que puede hacer es creer en sus jovenes.

Porque cuando una parroquia acompafia, forma y ama a sus jovenes, las vocaciones dejan de ser una excepcion.

Se convierten en fruto abundante.

iENCUENTRANOS AQUI!
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