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THE ANSWER TO A PRAYER
COMMUNITY HEALTH SUPPORT

There are stories that do not begin with beautiful words, but with a reality that is difficult and painful. When Raphael was asked what
he did for a living, his answer was simple: I try to survive. It was not a figure of speech. It was literal.

Raphael and Maria Isabel are an elderly couple who live alone in a small house where, for more than a year their daily life no longer
resembled the life they once knew. Everything changed when Maria Isabel suffered a debilitating stroke. Without access to
healthcare and without the resources for private care, time began to take its toll: Maria’s mobility was reduced almost completely,
and the process that should have started from the very first day (therapy, rehabilitation, and medical attention) never came.

Time does not pass without consequences. Today, Maria’s mobility is very limited. She spends most of her time in bed, unable to
fully control her body and depending on someone else for even the most basic needs. The conditions in which she lives reflect the
lack of medical support she has had throughout this entire process, not because of a lack of love, but because of a lack of
possibilities.

When his wife became ill, Raphael stopped working to take care of her. His life became about getting through each day, solving what
was urgent, and enduring. They have seven children, but only one of them tries to help as much as she can. The others are absent.

There are days when they barely manage to eat once. And even so, Raphael never leaves Maria alone.

Even when his own health began to deteriorate, he continued caring for her with the same dedication. They are a couple of faith and,
in the middle of their exhaustion and uncertainty, Raphael began to pray for something very specific: help.

After a long time of facing this situation alone, someone finally knocked on their door.

During a home visit, the Social Outreach Ministry of the Oblate Pastoral Center and the Health Program arrived at their home and
witnessed firsthand the reality they were living. Maria Isabel had gone more than a year without the care she needed, her body had
lost strength and mobility, but there was still something that could be done.

And for the first time in a long while, Raphael felt they were not alone.

The process is only beginning, but now there is accompaniment, care, and a community walking with them. Physical therapy will be
crucial in helping Maria Isabel recover part of her mobility and improve her quality of life. It is not about going back to the way

things were, but about giving her greater comfort, dignity, and hope in this new stage of life.

At the same time, Social Outreach Ministry has begun to be consistently present, helping with food, support, and follow-up, because
in situations like this, one visit is not enough. What is needed is consistency, closeness, and someone willing to remain present.

Saint Eugene de Mazenod said it clearly: human dignity comes first. And that is precisely what is beginning to be rebuilt here, step
by step.

Today, Maria Isabel is still bedridden, but she is no longer alone, with only her husband Raphael to care for her. Now there is a path
forward with community support and care, and there are people who decided not to look the other way.

Stories like this exist more often than we imagine.

Thanks to the support of generous people, Maria Isabel and Raphael can continue receiving the care and accompaniment they need.
Your help allows more vulnerable families to find hope, care, and dignity when they need it most.

Thank you for being part of this journey.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR MISSION AT:

https://missionwithyouth.org/
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I HAVE FOUND HOPE
SEARCH ADULTS 15

Five months ago, Carmen Camacho’s life changed during a single doctor’s appointment. Until that moment, she was like so many
other women: hardworking, resilient, and always more concerned about her family than herself. But that day, she heard a word that
no one is ever prepared to receive: cancer. Breast cancer.

From that moment on, she entered a battle that is often invisible to others—a battle filled with medical tests, doctor visits,
uncertainty, and long nights when fear quietly appears after everyone else has gone to sleep. Although she tried to remain strong,
the reality is that facing a disease like this forces a person to confront questions that have no easy answers.

On Friday morning, while hundreds of people were making final preparations for Adult Search #15, Carmen received another difficult
piece of news. Her doctors advised her not to attend the retreat. Her immune system could become compromised, and
chemotherapy treatments would soon begin. The safest decision was to stay home, rest, and prepare for what lay ahead. Yet
something deep within her told her she needed to be there. She did not know exactly what she was looking for—perhaps peace,
perhaps answers, or perhaps simply a place where her heart could rest for a few days after carrying months of worries that seemed
heavier with each passing day.

That weekend, 106 people arrived to participate in Adult Search #15, the largest retreat in the history of the movement. To welcome
them, 216 volunteers had spent seven weeks preparing meals, talks, activities, skits, music, and countless details. Each volunteer
offered their time, energy, and heart so that others could encounter God. And that encounter was deeply needed.
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“HAY QUE SER FELIZ”

JRERE I

Many participants arrived carrying burdens no one else knew about. Some were struggling in their marriages, others were worried
about their children, and some had not prayed in years. Many felt alone despite being surrounded by people. While some carried
visible wounds, others had spent years hiding pain deep within their hearts. Over the course of three days, something extraordinary
happened. Walls began to come down, tears replaced silence, and people who arrived feeling like strangers left embracing one
another as family. Little by little, the candidates discovered that they were not alone and that God was still present even in their
darkest moments.

Carmen was one of those people. As she listened to testimonies, shared with fellow candidates, and participated in each activity,
something began to change within her. For the first time in a long while, she stopped focusing solely on her diagnosis, her
treatments, and her fear of the future. She began looking beyond the iliness and remembering that there were still reasons to
believe, reasons to trust, and reasons to keep moving forward.
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At the end of the retreat, when everything was over and the volunteers were saying their goodbyes after an exhausting weekend,
Carmen shared words that those around her will never forget: “I have found hope.” She was not talking about a miraculous cure, nor

was she saying that the cancer had disappeared. She was speaking about something much deeper: hope. And that is precisely why
Search exists.

Fourteen years ago, Search was a movement exclusively for young people. Over time, however, parents began noticing something
remarkable. They watched their children return home transformed after attending a retreat. They saw them volunteering, becoming
involved in the Church, and building friendships that brought them closer to God. Eventually, many parents began asking a simple
guestion: “Why do our children spend so much time at church?” The answer to that question led to the creation of Adult Search #1.

What began as an experience for a small group of parents grew into something much larger. Today, Search brings together young
people, parents, married couples, and entire families under one mission. It has become a community where different generations
walk together, seeking God and helping others find Him. The impact has reached far beyond what anyone originally imagined. For
this retreat, participants traveled from Oaxaca, Los Angeles, and San Diego, journeying hundreds of miles to be part of an experience
that has transformed thousands of lives and continues to grow year after year.

By the end of the weekend, the numbers were remarkable: 106 candidates, 216 volunteers, and the largest Search retreat in the
movement’s history. Yet those who were present know that the true story cannot be measured by statistics. The real story is found in
every person who arrived feeling alone and discovered a family, in every candidate who returned to prayer after years of distance, in
every marriage that found a new opportunity to begin again, and in every volunteer who gave their time so that someone else could
encounter God. It is also found in one mother who, while preparing to face one of the greatest challenges of her life, returned home
carrying something that no medical treatment could ever prescribe: hope.

Today, Search is one of the largest Catholic movements in all of Tijuana and has transformed the hearts of thousands of young
people, adults, and entire families. For that reason, we are deeply grateful to every donor who supports this movement and its
mission. Through your generosity, prayers, and support, we can continue reaching people who need to discover that they are never

alone and that God is still transforming hearts every day. Because sometimes the greatest gift we can offer someone is not an
answer—it is hope.

FIND US HERE!
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LA RESPUESTA A UNA ORACION
APOYO A SALUD COMUNITARIA

Hay historias que no comienzan con palabras bonitas, sino con una realidad dificil y dolorosa. Cuando le preguntaron a Rafael a qué
se dedicaba, su respuesta fue sencilla: «Trato de sobrevivir». No era una forma de hablar. Era literal.

Rafael y Maria Isabel son una pareja de adultos mayores que viven solos en una casa pequefia donde, desde hace mas de un afio, su
vida cotidiana ya no se parece a la que alguna vez conocieron. Todo cambié cuando Maria Isabel sufri6 un derrame cerebral
debilitante. Sin acceso a la atencidn médica y sin los recursos para pagar cuidados privados, el tiempo comenzoé a pasar factura: la
movilidad de Maria se redujo casi por completo, y el proceso que deberia haber comenzado desde el primer dia (terapia,
rehabilitacion y atencion médica) nunca llegé.

El tiempo no pasa sin consecuencias. Hoy en dia, la movilidad de Maria es muy limitada. Pasa la mayor parte del tiempo en cama,
incapaz de controlar plenamente su cuerpo y dependiendo de otra persona incluso para satisfacer sus necesidades mas basicas.
Las condiciones en las que vive reflejan la falta de apoyo médico que ha tenido a lo largo de todo este proceso, no por falta de amor,
sino por falta de posibilidades.

Cuando su esposa enfermd, Rafael dejo de trabajar para cuidarla. Su vida se redujo a sobrellevar cada dia, resolver lo urgente y
aguantar. Tienen siete hijos, pero solo uno de ellos trata de ayudar lo mas que puede. Los demas estan ausentes.

Hay dias en los que apenas logran comer una vez. Y aun asi, Rafael nunca deja sola a Maria.

Incluso cuando su propia salud comenzo a deteriorarse, siguié cuidandola con la misma dedicaciéon. Son una pareja de fe y, en
medio de su agotamiento e incertidumbre, Rafael comenzé a orar por algo muy especifico: ayuda.

Después de mucho tiempo de enfrentar esta situacion solos, alguien finalmente llamé a su puerta.

Durante una visita a domicilio, el Ministerio de Alcance Social del Centro Pastoral Oblato y el Programa de Salud llegaron a su casay
fueron testigos de primera mano de la realidad que vivian. Maria Isabel llevaba mas de un afio sin recibir la atencion que
necesitaba; su cuerpo habia perdido fuerza y movilidad, pero atin se podia hacer algo.

Y, por primera vez en mucho tiempo, Rafael sintié que no estaban solos.

El proceso apenas esta comenzando, pero ahora cuentan con acompaihamiento, atencion y una comunidad que camina con ellos. La
fisioterapia sera fundamental para ayudar a Maria Isabel a recuperar parte de su movilidad y mejorar su calidad de vida. No se trata
de volver a como eran las cosas antes, sino de brindarle mayor comodidad, dignidad y esperanza en esta nueva etapa de la vida.

Al mismo tiempo, el Ministerio de Asistencia Social ha comenzado a estar presente de manera constante, brindando ayuda con
alimentos, apoyo y seguimiento, porque en situaciones como esta, una sola visita no es suficiente. Lo que se necesita es constancia,

cercania y alguien dispuesto a permanecer presente.

San Eugenio de Mazenod lo dijo claramente: la dignidad humana es lo primero. Y eso es precisamente lo que se esta comenzando a
reconstruir aqui, paso a paso.

Hoy, Maria Isabel sigue postrada en cama, pero ya no esta sola, con solo su esposo Rafael para cuidarla. Ahora hay un camino a
seguir con el apoyo y el cuidado de la comunidad, y hay personas que decidieron no hacer la vista gorda.

Historias como esta son mas comunes de lo que imaginamos.

Gracias al apoyo de personas generosas, Maria Isabel y Rafael pueden seguir recibiendo la atencion y el acompafiamiento que
necesitan. Tu ayuda permite que las familias mas vulnerables encuentren esperanza, atencion y dignidad cuando mas lo necesitan.

Gracias por ser parte de este camino.

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION
SOBRE NUESTRA MISION, VISITE:

https://missionwithyouth.org/
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HE ENCONTRADO ESPERANZA
SEARCH ADULTOS 15

Cinco meses atras, la vida de Carmen Camacho cambid en una sola consulta médica. Hasta ese momento era una mujer como tantas
otras: trabajadora, fuerte, siempre preocupada por su familia antes que por ella misma. Pero aquel dia escuché una palabra que
nadie esta preparado para recibir; Cancer de mama

Desde entonces comenzd una batalla que no se ve por fuera. Una batalla hecha de estudios médicos, consultas, incertidumbre y
noches en las que el miedo aparece cuando todos los demas ya estan dormidos. Aunque siempre ha intentado mostrarse tranquila,
la realidad es que enfrentarse a una enfermedad asi obliga a hacerse preguntas para las que no existen respuestas faciles.

El viernes por la maiana, mientras cientos de personas ultimaban detalles para Search #15 de Adultos, recibio otra noticia dificil.
Los médicos le recomendaron que no asistiera al retiro. Sus defensas podian verse comprometidas y pronto comenzarian las
guimioterapias. Lo mas prudente era quedarse en casa, descansar y prepararse para lo que venia.

Pero algo dentro de ella le decia que necesitaba estar ahi. Asi que decidio ir. No sabia exactamente qué estaba buscando. Tal vez
paz, tal vez respuestas o simplemente un lugar donde descansar el corazon por unos dias después de meses cargando
preocupaciones que parecian cada vez mas pesadas.

Ese fin de semana, 106 personas llegaron para vivir Search #15 de Adultos, el retiro mas grande en la historia del movimiento. Para
recibirlos, 216 servidores habian trabajado durante siete semanas preparando comidas, dinamicas, obras, bailes, charlas. Todos
entregando su tiempo y su corazdn para que otros pudieran encontrarse con Dios.
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Y vaya que hacia falta. Muchos llegaron cargando historias que nadie mas conocia. Matrimonios atravesando momentos dificiles.
Padres preocupados por sus hijos. Personas que habian dejado de rezar hacia ainos. Hombres y mujeres que se sentian solos aun
estando rodeados de gente. Algunos llegaban con heridas visibles, otros con heridas que llevaban demasiado tiempo escondiendo.

Durante tres dias sucedid algo extraordinario. Las mascaras comenzaron a caer. Las lagrimas aparecieron donde antes habia
silencio. Personas que llegaron sintiéndose extraias terminaron abrazandose como hermanos. Poco a poco, los candidatos fueron
descubriendo que no estaban solos y que Dios seguia presente incluso en medio de sus momentos mas oscuros. Carmen era una de
esas personas.

Mientras escuchaba testimonios, compartia con otros candidatos y participaba en cada actividad, algo comenz6 a cambiar dentro de
ella. Por primera vez en mucho tiempo dejo de concentrarse Unicamente en el diagnéstico, los tratamientos y el miedo al futuro.
Comenzo a mirar mas alla de la enfermedad y a recordar que seguia habiendo razones para creer, para confiar y para seguir
adelante.

PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION
SOBRE NUESTRA MISION, VISITE:
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Al finalizar el retiro, cuando todo habia terminado y los servidores comenzaban a despedirse después de un fin de semana agotador,
me dijo unas palabras que nunca olvidaré: "He encontrado esperanza."

No hablé de curaciones milagrosas. No hablé de que el cancer hubiera desaparecido. Hablé de algo mucho mas profundo.
Esperanza. Y esa es precisamente la razén por la que Search existe.

Hace 14 afios, Search era un movimiento exclusivamente para jovenes. Sin embargo, algo comenzé a llamar la atencidén de los
padres de familia. Veian como sus hijos regresaban distintos después de vivir un retiro. Los veian servir durante horas, involucrarse
en la Iglesia y construir amistades que los acercaban a Dios. Entonces comenzaron a hacer una pregunta sencilla: "¢Por qué
nuestros hijos pasan tanto tiempo en la Iglesia?" Para responder esa pregunta nacié Search #1 de Adultos.
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Lo que comenz6 como una experiencia para unos cuantos padres se transformé en algo mucho mas grande. Hoy Search retine a
jovenes, padres, madres, matrimonios y familias enteras bajo una misma misién. Es una comunidad donde distintas generaciones
caminan juntas buscando a Dios y ayudando a otros a encontrarlo.
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El impacto ha llegado mucho mas lejos de lo que cualquiera hubiera imaginado. Para vivir este retiro llegaron personas desde
Oaxaca, Los Angeles y San Diego. Recorrieron cientos de kilometros para formar parte de una experiencia que ha transformado
miles de vidas y que sigue creciendo aho tras afo.

Al final, los niumeros impresionaban: 106 candidatos, 216 servidores y el retiro mas grande en la historia de Search. Pero quienes
estuvimos ahi sabemos que la verdadera historia no esta en las estadisticas.

La verdadera historia esta en cada persona que llego sintiéndose sola y descubrié una familia, en cada candidato que volvié a rezar
después de afos de distancia, esta en cada matrimonio que encontré una nueva oportunidad., esta en cada servidor que entreg6 su
tiempo para ayudar a otros. Y esta en una madre que, mientras se prepara para enfrentar una de las pruebas mas dificiles de su
vida, pudo regresar a casa con algo que ningun tratamiento médico puede recetar.

Esperanza.

Hoy. Search es uno de los movimientos mas grandes de toda Tijuana, ha transformado el corazon de miles de jovenes, adultos y
familias completas y por ello es importante agradecer a todos y cada uno de los grandes donadores que apoyan este movimiento y
esta misidn, porque con su ayuda, oraciones y generosidad podemos seguir llegando a mas personas que necesitan descubrir que
nunca estan solos y que Dios sigue transformando corazones.
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